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(Baptized upon Profeſſion v their F i 
In London and the Count try... 


Adopted by the Baptiſt Aeg TN 


met at Philadelg la, Sept. 25. 1742, 1/4 4A Y 
The Sixrn Erro. 5 
5 7 To which are ad, opp ih N 2 
Two Articles viz... Of Impoſition of Hands, « 5 
and Singing of Pſalms in Publick Worſhip. 


ALSO 


A Short Treatiſe of Church Diſcipline. - 
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Bud of, and * 1 
Fas of one Hundred Baptized Con- | 


trie ma. Nele and Hates ( denying miniun- 
being mer together in Londentrom the Fhid of 


e Sevethth Month, to the Eleventh of the ſame 
689... 18 contider of ſome things that might be for 
the 9 of Gott, and the good of theſe Congrega- 

tions; have thought meet (tor the SattsfaQion of all 
bother Chriſtians that differ from us in the Point of 
Baptiſm) fo recommend to there peruſal the Confef- 

ſion of our Faith; Printed for, and $6!d by Fer 8 
Aarþall, at the Bible i in Grace-Church Sireet. Which 
Confeſſion we own, as containing the Doctrine of 
our Faith and Practice; and do defire that the 
Members of our Churches he oa: do farniſh 
themſelves therewnth. 


Adee 


Hanſerd Knollys. Daniel Finch. 
William Kiffin. John Ball. 
John Harris, © Edmond White. 
- William Collins...  Hilliam Prichard, 
Hercules RO, Paul Fruin. 
Robert Stced.- R ichard Ring. 
_ Leonard Harriſon. Jobn Tomkins. 


George Barret. I 1 Tal Miles 
Haac Lamb. 2 Foln Carier. 
Rrbard dm. + James Web, 

-  Beng Keach. Richard Sutton. 
Andrew Gifford/(; e Robert Knight, 


. aur Tadard Prie. 
- The I innel. William Phips, 
James Hitt. William Hankins. 
- Richard Ji ramanſd.. Samael Euer. 
mWilliam Facey. Edward Man. 
= Samuel Buttal Charles 3 | 
| by; Aopber Price. 


4 ET the Name and Behalf of the whole Aſſembly. 
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My 


To the udjcions | and Impartial | - : 


READER 


+ 2. oute Reader, 


FO T i is now many Yeats fince divers of « 
er ſober Chriſtians then living, 


| os and walking i inthe way of the Lord, that 


we profeſs) did Conceive ourſelves to be 


under a neceflity of Publiſhing a Confefion of our 


Faith, for the information and ſatisfaction of thoſe, 
that did not throughly underſtand what our Prin- 
ciples were, or had entertained Prejudices againſt 
our Profeſſion, by reaſon of the'ſtrange repreſen- 
tation of them, by ſome Men of Note, who had 
taken very. wrong Meaſures, and accordingly led 
others into Miſapprehenſions, of us, and them : 
And this was firſt put forth about the Year 1643. 


in the Name of Seven Congregations then gather- 


ed in London; fince which time, divers Impreſſi- 
ons thereof have been diſperſed” abroad, Ms” our 


end propoſed, in good meaſure anſwered, in aſ= 


much as many ( and ſome of thoſe Men eminent 
both for Piety and Learning) were thereby fatisfi= - 


ad, that we were no Wa guilty of thoſe Hetero- 
an 


4; & I 


rd he RE ADBR. 


2 and fundamental Errors, which had too 
frequently been charged upon us without ground, 
or occaſion given on our Part. And foraſmuch, as 
that Confeſſion is not now commonly to be had, 
and alſo that many others have ſince embraced the 
ſame Truth which is owned therein, it was judged 


neceſſary by us to Joya together in giving a Teſti- 


mony to the World, of our firm adhering to thoſe 
wholiom Principles, by the Publication of this 
which is now in your Hand. 

And foraſmuch as our method and manner of 
expreſſing our Sentiments, in this, doth vary from 
the former (although. the ſubſtance of this Matter 
is the ſame) we ſhall freely impart to you the 
Reaſon and Occaſion thereof. One thing that 
greatly prevailed with us to undertake this Work 
was (not only to give a full account of our ſelves 
to thoſe Chriſtians that differ from us about the 
Subject of Baptiſm, but alfo) the Profit that might 
from thence ariſe, unto thoſe that have any ac- 
count of our Labours, i in their Inſtruction and E- 
ſtabliſhment in the great Truths of the Goſpel ; 
in the clear underſtanding, and fteady belief of 
which our comfortable walking with God, and 
fruitfulneſs before him, in all our ways, is moſt 
nearly concerned; and therefore we did conclude 
it neceſſary to expreſs our ſelves the more fully, 
and diſtinckly; and alſo to fix on ſuch a Method 
as might be moſt comprehenſive of thoſe things 
we deſigned to explain our ſenſe and Belief of; and 
finding no defect, in this regard, in that fixed on 
by the Aſſembly, and after — by thoſe of the 

Con- 
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To'cthe READER. N 
Congregational way, we did readily conclude it 
| beſt to retain the ſame Order in our.preſent Con- 
feflion ; and alſo when we obſerved, that thoſe laſt 
mentioned, did in their Confeſſions (for Reaſons 
which ſeemed of weight both to themſelves and o- 
thers) chuſe not only toexpreſstheir Mind in Words 
concurrent with the former in Senſe, concerningall 
thoſe Articles wherein they were agreed, but alfo 
for the moſt part, without any variation of the 
Terms, we did in like manner conclude it beſt to 
follow their Example, in making ufe of the very 
fame Words with them both, in thefe Articles 
(which are yery many) wherein our Faith and Do- 
ctrine is the ſame with theirs, and this we did, the 
more abundantly, to manifeft our conſent with 
both, in all the fundamental Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, as alſo with many others, Whoſe 
Orthodox Confeſſions have been Publiſhed to the 
World, on the behalf of the Prottſlanis in divers 
Nations and Cities: And alſd to convince all, that 
we have no itch to Clog Religion with new Words, 
but do readily acquiefce in that form of ſound 
Words, which hath been in conſent with the Holy 
Scriptures, uſed by others before us; hereby decla- 
ring before God, Angels, and Men, our hearty a- 
NEE with them, in that wholeſome Proteſtant 

oftrine, which with ſo clear evidence of Scriptures 
they have aſſerted: Some things indeed, are in 
ſome places added, ſome Terms omitted, and ſome 
few changed; but theſe Alterations are of that 
Nature, as that we need not doubt, any charge or 
ſuſpicion of unſoundneſs in the Faith, from any of 
our Bretheren upon the account of them, 
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In thoſe Addn eee We differ "ORR other, 


we have expreſt our ſelves with all candor and 
inneſs, that none might entertain jealouſie of 


ks ſecretly lodged in our Breaſts, that we would 


not the World ſhould be acquainted with; yet w' 
hope we have alſo obſerved thoſe Rules of mode- 
ſty and humility, as will render our freedom in 
this reſpect inoffenſive, even to thoſe whoſe Senti- 
ments are different from ours. 

_ We have alſo taken care to affix Texts of Scrip- 
ture at the Bottom, for the confirmation of each 
Article in our Confeſſion ; ; in which Wark we have 
ſtudiouſly endeavoured to ſele ſuch as are molt 
clear and pertinent, for the proof of what is afſert- 


ed by us: And our earneſt deſire is, that all into 


whoſe Hands this may come, would follow that 
(never enough commanded) Example of the No- 
ble Bereans, who ſcarched the Scriptures daily that 
they might find out Whether the RE preached 

to them were ſo or not. 

There is one thing more whicha we 6incerely; pro- 
feſs, and earneſtly \ leſire credence in, viz. That 
Contention is moſt remote from our Deſign in all 
that we have done i in this matter: And we hope, 
the Liberty of an ingenuous unfolding our Princi: 
ciples, and opening our Hearts unto our Brethren, 
with the Scripture- grounds on which our Faith 
and Practice will by none of them be either denied 
to us, or taken ill from us. Our whole deſign is 
accompliſhed if we may obtain that Juſtice, as to 
be meaſured in our Principles, and Practice, and 


rent of of both Fay "Oe conraing to what 
we 
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we have now Publiſhed ; which the Lord ('whoſe 
Eyes are as a flame of Fire) knoweth to be the Do- 
#&rine, which with:our Hearts e moſt firmly be- 
lieve, and ſincerely endeavour to conform our 
Lives to. And oh that other Contentions being 
laid afleep, the only Care and Contention of all, up- 
on tthom the Name of our Blaſſad Redeemeriscalled, 
might for the future be, to walk humbly with 
their God, in the Exerciſe of all Leue and Meeknefs 
towards each other, to perfect Holineſs in the fear 
of the Lord, each one endeavouring to have his 
Converſation ſuchas becometh the Goſpel; and al- 
ſo ſuitable to his place and capacity, vigorouſly to 
promote in others the Practice of true Religion, 
and undefiled in the fight of Gd our Father. And 
that in this back ſliding Day, we might not ſpend 
our Breath in fruitleſs complaints of the Evils 
of others, but may every one begin at home, to 
reform in the firſt place our own Hearts and Ways, 
and then to quicken all, that Wwe may have Influ- 
ence upon, to the fame Wort; that if the Will of 
God were ſo, none might deceive themſelves, by 
reſting in, and truſting to a form of Godlineſs, 
without the Power of it, and inward experience of 
the efficacy of thoſe Truths that are profeſſed by 
And verily there is one ſpring and cauſe of the 
decay of Religion inour Day, which we cannot but 
touch :upon, and earneſtly ws - a redreſs of, and 
that is the neglect of the Wo 


lies, by thoſe to whom the charge and conduct of 
them is committed, May not the groſs Ignorance 


ip of God in Fami- 
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and Inſtability of many, with the Profaneneſs of 


others, be juſtly charged upon their Parents and 
Maſters who have not trained them up in the Hay 
wherein they ought to Walk when they were 
ny. But have neglected thoſe frequent and ſo- 
emn Commands which the Lotd hath. laid upon 

them ſo to Catechize and Inſtruct them, that their 
tender Years might beſcaſoned with the Knowledge 

of the Truth of God, as revealed in the Scriptures; 
and alſo by their own omiſſion of Prayer, and o- 
ther Duties of Religion of their Families, toge- 
ther with the ill example of their looſe Converſati- 
on, have inured them firſt to a neglect, and then 
contempt of all Piety and Religion; we know this 
will not excuſe the Blindneſs and M icbedneſs of any; 
but certainly it will fall heavy upon thoſe that have 
been thus the occaſion thereof; they indeed die in 
their Sins, but will not their Blood be required of 
thoſe under whoſe Care they were, who yet per- 
mitted them to go on without Harning, yea, led 
them into the Paths of Deſtruction? and will not 


the Diligence of Chriſtians, with reſpect to the 


diſcharge of theſe Duties, in Ages paſt, riſe up in 
judgment againſt, and condemn many of thoſe wha 
would be eſteemed ſuch! now.  - 

e fball conclude with our car nest 14 That 
the God of all Grace, will pour out thoſe meaſures of 
his holy Spirit upon us, that the Profeſſion of truth 
may be accompanied with the ſound belief, and dili- 
gent practice of it by us, that his name may in all 


things be glerified, reg + 0 7 our Lord. 
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H E Holy beg 1 * 
only ſufficient, certain, and 
.Jinfallible. (a) Rule. of, all 


and Obedience; altho, the (4) light 
of Nature, and the works of Creation 


Saving Knowledge, Faith 


(Za) 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17. Iſa. 8. 20. Luke. 16. 
29, 31. Eph. 2. 20. () Rom. 1. My 205 A, Op 


ch. 2. 14, 15. Pſalm 19. 1, 2, 3. + +2 
and 


' 


4 Of tbe Holy Serifhtires 


and Providence do ſo far manifeſt the 


Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power of God, 

as to leave Men unexcuſable ; yet are 
they not ſufficient to give that Know- 
ledge of God and his Will, which is ne- 
ceffary unto Salvation. 5 Therefore 
it pleaſed the Lord at ſundry times, and 
in divers manners, to reveal himſelf, 

and to declare Phat his Will unto hs 
Church; and afterward for the better 
preſerving g. and propagating of the Truth, 
and for * more ſure bh ment, 
and Comfort of the Church againſt the 
corruption of the Fleſh, and the malice 
of Satan, and of the World. to commit 
the ſame wholly unto ( d ) Writing ; 
which maketh the Holy Scriptures to 
be moſt neceſſary, thoſe former ways of 
| God's revealing his Will unto his People 
being now ceaſed. 


2. Under the Name of Holy Scrip- 


ture, or the Word of God written, are 


&d * — 
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19 Heb. 4. U. . (4) N 22. 19, 205 21. Rom. 
15. * 19, 20. 
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now .contained all the Books of the Old 
and New Teſtament, which are ae 


Of the OD TESTAMENT 


. \Gerefts, Fo FRGHE, 4 Ani 
Deuteronom) Joſbua, en, Ruth, 
Samuel, 2 . e 1 Kings, 2 2 Kings, 
1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Ne. 


bemiab, Eſther, Job, Pſalms, Proverbs, 


Eccleſ, 4476, Tt he Song of Songs, Jaiab, 
TFeremiah, Lamentations, Ezetzel, Da- 
nil, Hoſea, Foel, Amos, Obadiab, Fonah, 
Micah, Nabum, Habakkak, aplaniab. 
Hagget ; Zachariah, Malachi, 51307 


Oo the New T'8STAMENT- | 


N. atthew, Mark, Luke Jobn, 7 he Ats 
of the Apoſtles, Paul's Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Calati- 
ans, Ephęſians, Philippians, Coloſſians, 1: 


E befſalomans, 2 Theſſalonians, 1 Timothy; 
2 Timothy, to Titus, to Philemon, the Epi- 


2. fo the Hebrews, the Epiſtle of James, ,the 


Of. the Holy Scripturec as 


12 Of" he Holy S eripltres. 


i and ſecond Epiſtles of Peter, the firſt, 
ſecon and third Epiſtles of Jobn, the Epi- 


file of Fude, the Revelation, All which | 


are given by the (e) Inſpiration of God, 
to be the Rule of Faith and Life. 


The Books commonly called Ab. 


e, not being of () Divine Inſpira- 
tion, are no part of the Canon (or Rule) 
of- the Scripture, and therefore are of no 
Authority to the Church of God, nor to 
be'any otherwiſe approved, or ind uſe 
of than other Humane Writings. n 
4: The Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, for which it ought to be believed, 
dependeth not upon "the teſtimony of 
any Man, or Church, but wholy upon 
(g) God, (who is Truth it ſelf) he A Au- 
thor thereof; therefore 1t 1s > be re- 
ceived, becauſe i it is the Word of God. 
We may be moved and induced 
by the teſtimony of the Church of God, 
to an high and reverent Eſteem of the 


e Tim: 3. Is Tale 24. 27 44. "Roni 3. 
2. (£) 2 Pet. I. 19, 20, 21. 2 Tim. 3. 16, 22, 
Theil. 2. 13. 1 John 5. 9. 5 | 

Holy 


07 the Holy Severe 13 


Holy Scriptures; and the heavenlineſs of 


the Matter, the efficacy hel the Doctrine, 
and the majeſty of the 8 e, the conſent 
of all the Parts, the ſcopę of the Whole, 
(which is to give all Glory to God) the 
full diſcovery it makes of the only Way 
of Man's Salyation, and many other in- 
comparable Excellencies, and intire Per- 


fections thereof, are Arguments where- 


by it doth: abundantly evidence it ſelf, 


to be the Word of God; yet not with- 
ſtanding, our (Y) full perſuaſion, and aſ- 
ſurance of the infallible Truth, and Di- 


vine Authority 7 thereof, is from the in- 
ward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing 


witneſs by and with the Word in our 


Hearts. 


6. The whole Counſel of God con- 
cerning all things (1) neceſſary for his 


own Glory, Man's Salvation, Faith and 


Life, is either expreſly ſet down, or ne- 
ceſſarily contained in the Holy Scripture; - 
_ unto which nothing at any time is to be 


(») John 16. 13, 14. 1 Cor. 2. 10, 113 12. 


John f. , 20, 27. (RM Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17. 
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FyY of re E50 Scriptures. 


added, whether by new Revelation of 
the Spirit, or Traditions of Men. | 
Nevertheleſs we acknowledge the (4) 
A Illumination of the Spirit Kof God, 
to Be neceſfary for the ſaving underſtand- 
ing of ſuch things as are revealed in the 
Word, and that there are ſome Circum- 
Rances concerning. the Worſhip: of God, 
and Government of the Church, com- 
mon to Humane Actions and Societies; 
Which are to be (1) ordered by the Light 
of Nature, and Chriſtian Prudence, ac- 
cording to the General Rules of the 
Word, which are always to be obſer ved. 
F. All things 1 in Scripture are not a- 
Ike (m) plain in themſelves, nor alike 
clear unto all ; yet thoſe things which 
are neceſſary to be knowyn, believed, and 
obſerved for Salvation, are fo (2) clearly” 
propounded, and opened in ſome place 
oft cripture of other, that not only tlie 
learned, but the unlearned, i in A dae uſe” 
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Of the Holy Scriptures. 1 5 
of endiracy Means, may attain: to a ſuf= 
ficient underſtanding of them. 

8. The Old Teſtament in (o) Hebrew, 
(which was the Native Language of the 
People of God of old) and 1 New Te- 
ſtament in Greek, which (at the time of 


writing of it) was moſt generally known 


to the Nations, being immediately in- 
ſpired by God, and by his ſingular Care 
and Providence kept pure in all Ages, 
are therefore () authentical; ſo as in 
all Controverſies of Religion, the Church 
is finally to appeal unto them (). But 
becauſe theſe original Tongues are not 
known to all the People of God, who 


have a right unto, and intereſt in the 


Scriptures, and are commanded in the 
fear of God to read (7) and fearch them, 


therefore they are to be tranſlated into 


the vulgar Language of every Nation; 
unto which they (g) come, that the 


Word of God dvielling ( 2 plentifalhy i in 
* Rom. „ 8. 20. (g) Acts 15. 1 


1 39: 181 14. 6, 9, IT, 12, 24, 28. $ 


-ol. 3. 16. 
2 all, 


of the Holy Scriptures; 


all, they may worſhip him in an accep- 


table manner, and through patience and 


pomfart of the Scriptures may hope. 

The infallible Rule of Interpreta- 
tation of Scripture is the () Scripture it- 
ſelf : And therefore when there is a que- 
ſtion about the true and full ſenſe of any 
Scripture, ( which is not manifold but 
one) it mult be ſearched by other Places, 
that ſpeak more clearly. 


10. The ſupream Judge by which all 


Controverſies of Religion are to be de- 


termined, and all Decrees of Councils, 


Opinions of antient Writers, Doctrines 


of Men, and private Spirits, are to be ex- 
amined, and in whoſe Sentence we are 
to reſt, can be no other but the Holy 
Scripture delivered by the Spirit, into 
which (x) Scripture ſo delivered, our 


Faith i 18 3 lv. 
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HE Lord our God is but (4) 
dne only living, and true God: 
whoſe (6) ſubliſtence 1 is in and of im- 
ſelf, (c) infinite in Being, and Perfecti- 
on, whoſe Eſſence cannot be compre- 
hended by any but himſelf; (d) a moſt 
pure Spirit, (e) inviſible, without Body; 
Parts, or Paſſions, who. only -hath Im 
mortality, dwelling in the 4 which 
no Man can approach unto, who is () 
immutable, (g) immenſe; „GGHh)eternal, in- 
comprehenſible, ( z;) almighty, every 
way infinite, (E) moſt holy, moſt; wiſe; 
moſt free, moſt abſolute, (/ working all 
Things. according to the: Counſel of his 
own undes and alt 83 
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(a) I Cor. 8. 455 Dei. 9 3 857 10. 10. 
Ifa. 48. 12. (e) Exod. 3. 14. 77 John 4. 24. (e) 
1 Tim. I. 17. Deut. 4. 15.16. (Mal. 3: 6. ( 
I Kings 8, 27. Jer. 23. 23. (6) Pſalm „5. 2. 4 
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18 Of God and of the H. Trinity, 


Will (n) for his own Glory, moſt lov- 


ing, gracious, merciful, long g ſuffering, 


abundant in goodneſs and truth, fore 


giving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin, 

(7) the rewarder of them that ailigent- 
ly ſeek him, and withal moſt juſt, (o) 
and terrible in-his Judgments, (p) hating 
all fin, and will wy" no means clear the 


(9) guilty. 
2. God, having all (r) Life; (5) glory 


t) goodneſt, blelfednes in and of him- 


ſelf, is alone in, and unto himſelf all- 


ſufficient, not 6 2) ſtanding in need of 
any Creature which he hath made, nor 


deriving any Glory from them, but on- 


Iy manifeſting his own Gloty i in, by, un- 
to, and upon them, he is the fire Foun- 


tain of all Being, (>) of whom, through 
whom and to whorn are all thin ngs, and 
he hath moſt ſoveraign (y) Dominion 
over all Creatures, to do by them, for 


Am) mm) Prov. 16. 4. Rom. 11. 36. (7) Exod. 34. 6, 7: 
Heb: II. 6. (e) Neh. 9. 32, 33: () Pſalm 5. 5, 6. 70 


Excd. 34. 7. Nahum. 1. 2, 3. (7) John 5. 26. () Plal, 


148. 13. (8) Plal. 119. 68. (s) Job. 22: 23 36 (x) Rom. 


11. 345 "oy 36. (x) Dan. 4. ou & v. 34, 35 
; 6 them, 
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07 God and of the H. Trinity, 19 f 


them, or upon them, whatſoever himſel 


pleaſeth; in his fight (>) all HIDES: are 
open and manifeſt, his knowled pf! 18. (a) 
infinite, infallible, and indepen nt up- 


on the Creature, ſo as nothing 1 is to him 


contingent or uncertain ; he is moſt holy 
in all his Counſels, in (3) all his Works, 
and in all hi: Commands; to him is due 
c) from Angels and Men, whatſoever 
Vorſhip, Service, or Obedience; as Crea- 
tures they owe unto the Creator, and 
whatever he 1s further pleaſed to require 

of them. 
In this Divine aa Infinite Being 


there are three ſubſiſtences, (d) the Fa- 
ther, the Word, (or Son) and Holy Spirit, 


of one Subſtance, Power and Eternity, 
each having the whole Divine Eſſence, 
le) yet the Eflence undivided, the Father 
is of none neither begotten, nor proceed- 
ing, the Son is (F) re besten 


(2 Heb. & 15- (% Back 11. 5. Ads is. 18. (6) 
Pſalm 145. 17.{c)JRev 5. 12. 13, 14 (4) 1 Johns; 7: 
Marr. 28. 19. 2 Cor. 13. 14. (e) Exod. 3 N 4s 
11. 1 Cor. 8. e 14, 18. 5 
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20 "of God's Decree. 


of the F ather, the Holy Spirit (g) pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son, 
all infinite, Without beginning, there- 
fore but one God, who is not to be di- 
vided in Nature and Being, but diſtin- 
guiſhed by ſeveral peculiar, relative Pro- 


perties, and perſonal Relations; which 


Doctrine of the T rinity is the Foun- 
dation of all our Communion with God, 
and comfortable dependance on him. 


Sn 0 . 8 5 . . 8 


CHAP. III. 
Of God's Decree. 


OD hath (a) decreed in himſelf. 
from all Eternity, by the moſt 

wiſe and holy Counſel of his own Will, 
freely and unchangeably, all things what- 
ſoever comes to paſs ; yet ſo as thereby 
is God neither the Author of Sin, (6) 
nor hath fellowſhip with any; therein, | 
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n, 15. 26. Gal. 4. 6. <a Iſa. Gu 10. Eph. 1. 
11. Heb. 6. 17. Rom. 9. . 158 (b) Jam. 1. 15, 17. 
1. John 1. 4. 
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Of God's Decree. 2T 
nor is violence offered to the Will of 


the Creature, nor yet is the liberty, or 


contingency of ſecond Cauſes taken a- 


way, but rather (c) eſtabliſhed, in which 


appears his Wiſdom in diſpoſing all 
things, and Power, and F aithfulnęſs (a) 


In accompliſhing. his Decree. _ ap 


2. Although God knoweth welt. 


ever may, or can come to paſs upon all 


(e) ſuppoſed Conditions; yet hath he 


not decreed any thing, ( ft ) becauſe he 
foreſaw it as future, or as that which 


would come to paſs upon ſuch condi- 


tions. 


3. By the Decree be God, 5 A ma- 
nifeftarion of his Glory , (8) ſome Men 
and Angels are N or fore- 
ordinated to Eternal Life, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, to the (+) praiſe of his glorious 


Grace ; N being mit to aft 1 in n tear 
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0 Ad 27, 28. John 19 11 a Numb. 23. 19. 


Eph. I. 3, 4, 5. (e) Acts 157 25 (f) Kom. 9. 11, 13, 


16, 18. (g) 1 Tim. 5. 21.1 * 25. 41. . I. 
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fin to their (i) juſt condemnation, to 
the praiſe of his gl glorious Juſtice. 55 

4. Theſe Angels and Men thus pre- v 
deftinated, and fore- ordained, are parti< 
| cularly, and vnchangeabl: y deſigned; 
4 and their (#) number 2 certain, and de- 
1 finite, that it cannot be. either increaſed, 
1; or diminiſhed.” 

5. Thoſe of Mankind (1) ht are 
pre- deſtinated to' Life, God, before the 
or | Foundation of the World: was laid, ac- 
cording to his eternal and imm table 
Purpoſe, and the ſecret Counſel and 
good Pleaſure of his Will, hath choſen 
14 in Chriſt unto everlaſting Glory, out of 
| His meer free Grace and Love; (in 
d | without an y other thing in the Crea- 
ture 8a condition or cauſe Moving him 
[| there#nto, 3 
by 6, As God hatli appoin d the Elect 
unto Clory, ſo he hath by the eternal 
1 apd maſt free Purpoſe. of his Will fore- 
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Of God's Dicyee. 2 3 


ordained (o) all the Means thereuntd, 
wherefore they who are elected, being 
fall'n in Adam, (p) are redeemed by 
Chriſt, are effectually- (4) called unto 
Faith in Chriſt, by his Spirit working 
in due ſeaſon, are Juſtined, adopted, 


ſanctified, and kept by his Power through 


Faith (r) unt6® Salvation; neither are 
any ether redeemed by Chriſt, or effe- 
ctually called, juſtified, adopted, ſancti- 


ied, and ſaved, but the Elect (s) only. 


. The Doctrine of this high Myſte- 
ry of Pre- deſtination, is to be handled 
with ſpecial Prudence and Care; that 
Men attending the Will of God rebel 
ed in his Word, and yielding Obedi- 
eric thereunto, may, from the certain- 
ty of their effectual Vocation, be aſſu- 
ed of their ( t) eternal Election; ſo all 


this Doctrine afford matter () of Pr: . 


5 nce, „and Admiration of God, and 


3 Pet. 1, 2. 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. (y) Thel 5.9.5 10. 


(7) Rom. 8. 30. 2 Thell. 2. 13. (r) 2 Pet. 1. 5 0 


John 10. 26. John 17. 9. John 6. 24. (1) 1 ThE 1 
475. 2 Pet. 1.48. () Eph. 1. 5. Rom. 11. 23. 
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5 ) of humility, , -diligence, and abunr- 
dlant ()) Conſolation, to all that ker er 


5 PF, the aer 


Of Cradle 0. 


15 the beginning it pleaſed God 

the Father, (g) Son, and Holy Spi- 

Tit, for the manifeftation of the Glory 

of. (b) his Eternal Power, Wiſdom, and 

Goodneſs, to create or make the World, 

and all dieß s therein, (c). whether . 
le 


2 . 


ble or inviſi e; in the 1255 of fix Dayes 
and all very good,” 
2, After God had MES by all F 


e 85 created (4). Man, Male 


4 tie # 


9 75 Soul: " rengring them fit unto 
that Life to ( 5 for which they were 


— 


3 Rom. It. 5 8. (y) Luke is 10. 20. (% John 1. 1 


5. Heb. 1. 2. Job 26. 13. (5) Rom. 1. 20, (e) Col. 4 
F6-© Gen, 2, 1, 2. 04 Gen. Nn 
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Of Creation. . un 


created, being (/) made after the Image 
of God, in Rnowledge, Righteouſneſs, 

and true Holineſs 5 having the Law of 
God (g) written in their Hearts, and 
Power to fulfil it; and yet under a poſ- 
ſibility. of tranſgreffing, being left to 
the liberty of their own Will, which 
was (5) ſubject to change. 

. Beſides the Law \ written in Mages 
Hearts, they received (7) a Command 
not to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil; which whilſt they 
kept, they were happy in their Com- 
munion with God, and had Dominion 


n 


2 over the Creatures. # 
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f) — 29. _ 1 26. . 2. U 15. 
(b) Gen. 3. 6. Gn Gen: 5. ee hs 2, 105 = | 
Gen. 25 26, 28. „ 
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0 Dibine Providence. 
OD the good Create of 41 


3 things, in his infinite Power 
and Wisdom. doth (a) uphold, direct, 
diſpoſe, and govern all Creatures, and 
Things, from the greateſt even to the 
{5) leaſt, by his moſt wiſe and holy Pro- 
vidence, to the end for RE they. 


were created according unto his infalli- 


ble Foreknowledge: and the free and 
immutable Counſel of His, co.] Will; 50 
to the praiſe of the glory of his Wiſdom, 
Power, Juſtice, infinite Goodneſs and 
Mercy. | ; 

2. Athough in relation to the fore." 
knowledge and Decree of God, the firſt 


Cauſe, all things come to paſs (d) im- 


3 and inkallibiy; 3 ſo that there is 


v6 ** 


1 


(a) Heb. 1. 3. John 58 11, Iſa. 46. 10, 11. Plalm 
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13. 5. 6. (9) h. 10, 26, 30, 31. (c) Eph. 1. 11. 
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44. 1A. 55. 10, 11. (5) Hof. 1. 7. (i) Rom. 4. 19, 20, 
277 (&) Dan. 3. 27. (1) Rem. 11. 8833. Sam 


Of Divine Providence, 27 
not any thing, befalls any Fo \ Chance: 
or without hi Providence; yet by the 
fame Providence he ordereth them to fall 
out according to the nature of ſecond 
Cauſes, either (7) neceſſarily, vines on 
contingentiy. 0 

2. God in his ordinary Providice { 9 
maketh uſe of Means; yet is free (H) ts; 


| work without, (z) Boxer: and (9 a- 


gainſt them at bis Pleaſare, £01253 19 

4, The Almighty Power, coat 
ble Wiſdom, and "infinite Goodneſsi of 
God, ſo far manifeſt themſelves in his 
Providence, that his determinate 'Coun= 
fel (70 extendeth itſelf even to the firſt 


Fall, and all other ſinful Actions both of 


Angels and Men; ( and that not by a 
bare permiſſion) which alſo he moſt: 
wiſely: and powerfully (mn) boundeth, 
and otherwiſe ordefeth, and gover neth, 
in a manifold diſpenſation to Nis moſt 


(e) Prov..16. 33. ( Gen. 8. 22. (% As. 27. 


3 
24 1. ! Chiron. 21. 1. () 2 Kings 9. 28. Plate 
76. 19s | 
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28 Of: Divine Providence. 


holy (n) Ends: Vet ſo, as the ſinfulneſs 
of their Acts. -proceedeth only from the. 
Creatures; and not from God; who be- 


ing moſt holy and righteous, neither is 
nor can be, the Author or (o) Appr over 


of Sin. \ 
. The moit wiſe, righteous; ad 


gracious God, doth oftentimes, leave for 


a ſeaſon his-own Children to manifold. 


Temptations, and the Corruptions of 
their own:Heart, to chaſtiſe them for 


their former Sins, or to diſcover unto 


them the hidden ftrength- of Corrupti- 
on, and deceitfulneſs of their Hearts, (p) 
that they may be humbled ; and to raiſe 
them to a more cloſe and conſtant de- 
pendance for their ſupport upon himſelf; 
and to make them more watchful a- 
gainſt all future occaſions of Sin, and for 
other juſt aud . _ W? 
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"ag ">= 50. 20. 16 10. p + 7,12. 2. (o) Pſalm 50. 21. 
x, John 2. 16. () 2. Chton. 32. 25,26, 31. 2 Sam. 24. 
1. 2 Cor. 12, "7g ©, 9: 55 
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of Dione Providence.” 29 


80 that whatſoever pefalls any of his 
2 is by his appointment, for his 
Glory, () and their good. 

6. As for thoſe wicked and ungodly 
Men, whom God as a righteous Judge; 
for former Sin doth (7) blind and har- 
den; from them he bs only withhold- 
eth his (s) Grace, whereby they might 
have been enlightned in their under- 
ſtanding, and wrought upon in their 
Hearts ; but ſometimes alſo withdraw- 
eth (+) the Gifts which they had, and 
expoſeth them to ſuch (a) Obj ects as 
their Corruptions makes 5 of Sin; 
and withal, (x) gives them over to their 
Own Luſts, and temptations of the 


World, Ke” the power of Satan, where 


by it comes to paſs, that the 0 y) har- 
den themſelves, even under thoſe means 


which God uſeth for the bofining of 


0) Rom. J 28. Tas 1. 24; 45; 24 Ch; 11. = 
8. () Deut. 29. 4. (1) Matt. 13. 12. (A) Deut. 2. 30. 
2 Kings 8. 12, 13. (*) Pfalm 81. 11, 12. 2 Theſſ. 2. 
10, 2 12. (y) ExoJ. 8. 15.3 32, Iſai. 6. 9, 10. Pet. 
2. 77 


7. As 


8 0 2 the . Fall 167 * af gin ted 


'* As the Providence of God doth. in 


general reach to all Creatures, ſo after a 


more ſpecial manner it taketh Care of 
his (z) Church, and 9 of all things 
to the good thereof. | 
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72 the Fall of Man, of Sin, and of the 
Puniſhment thereo A. 


Lthough God created Man ap- 
right, and perfect, and gave him 


a righteous Law, which had been unto 


Life had he kept it, (a) and threatned 


Death upon the breach thereof; yet he 
did not long abide in this Honour B (5) 
Satan uſing the ſubtilty of the Serpent 
to ſeduce Eve, then by her ſeducing 4- 


dam, who without any compulſion, did 


wilfally tranſgreſs the Law of their 


Creation, and the Commarad Sen unto 


222 2 — 


() 1 Tim. 4. 10. Amos 9. 8.9.1 Iſa. 43. 3, 4. 5 
Sen. 2. 16, 17. 9 ee e 
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Of the Puniſhment Theregf. 1 1 
them, in eating the forbidden Fruit; 
Which God was pleaſed according to his 


wife and holy Counſel to permit, having 
purpoſed to order it, to his awn Glory. 


2. Our firſt Parents by this Sin, fell 


from their (c) original righteouſneſs and 


communion with God, and we in them, 
whereby Death came upon all; (d) all 
becoming dead in Sin, and wholly de- 
filed, (e) in all the faculties, and parts 
of Soul and Body. 

3. They being * 7 Root, and, by 
God's appointment, ſtanding in the 
room, and ſtead of all Mankind; the 
guilt of the Sin was imputed, and cor 
rupted Nature conveyed; to all their Po- 
ſterity, deſcending f from them by ordi- 
nary . generation, being now (g) con- 
ceived in Sin, and by nature Children 
( of Wrath, the Servants of Sin, the 
—.— (i) of Death, and all other Mi- 


(ce) Rom. 3. 23. (4) Rom. 5. 12. &c. (e) Tit. 1 15. 
Gen. 6. 5. Jer. 17. 9. Rom. 3. 10.---19. () Rom. 5. 
12----19, 1 Cor. 15. 21, 22, 4.5, 49. A 51. 5. 


f * 14. 3 3. (5) Rom: 6. 20. & Ch. 5. 2 
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32 07 Cod Chvenant. 


ſeries, Spiritual Temporil and Eternal; 


unleſs the Lord Feſus (k) ſet them free. 

4. From this original Corruption, 
whereby we are (J) utterly indiſpoſed, 
difabled, and made oppoſite to all good, 


and wholy inclined to all Evil, do n 


* qt all actual FTrangreſſions. 

This Corruption of Nature, during 
this Life, doth * remain in thoſe that 
are regenerated: And although it be 
through Chriſt pardoned, and mortified, 


yet both itſelf, and the firſt Motions 
thereof, are truly and properly (0 ) Sin. 
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iT HE XiRaiice between God and - 


the Creature is ſo great that al- 
though reafonable Creatures do owe Obe- 
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WT Heb. 2. 14 1 Theſſ. 1. 10 (Rom. . Col. 1 
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/ God's Covenant. 33 
dience unto him as their Creator, yet 
they could never have attained the Re- 
ward of Life, but by ſome (a) volunta- 
condeſcenſion on God's part, which 
he hath been pleaſed to expreſs, by ay 
of Covenant. 
2. Moreover, Man having brought 
himſelf (6) under the curſe of the Law 
by his fall, it pleaſed the Lord to make 
a Chockiond of Grace, wherein he freely 
offereth unto Sinners (c) Lite and Sal- 
vation by Teſus - Chri/t, requiring of 
them Faith in him, that they may be 
ſaved; and (4) promiſing to give unto 
all thoſe that are ordained unto eternal 
Life, his holy Spirit, to make them will- 
ing, and able to believe. 

3. This Covenant is revealed in the 
Goſpel firſt of all to Alam in the pro- 
miſe of Salvation by the (e) Seed of the 
Woman, and afterwards by farther ſteps, 


untill the full ( A ) covery thereof was 
(4) Luke 17. 10. Job. 35. 7, S. (6) Gen. 2. 17- 


Gal. 3. 10. Rom. 3. 20, 21. (c) Rom. 8. 3. Mark 16. 


15, 16. John z. 16. (% Exek. 36, 26, 27. John 9. 445 


45. Ele; 110. 3. (e) Gen 3. 15. (f) Heb. | hs Se 
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34 Of Cbriſt the Mediator. 
compleated 1 in the New Teſtament; and 


it is founded in that (*) Eternal Cove 


rant tranſaction, that was between the 
Father and the Sen about the Redemp- 
tion of the Elec; and it is alone by the 
Grace of this Covenant, that all of the 
Poſterity of fallen Adam, that ever were 


(8) faved, did obtain lite and bleſſed 


Immortality ; ; Man being now utterly 
uncapable of acceptance with God up- 
on thoſe terms on; which Adam ſtood in 
his ſtate of Innocency, 


e 6:47 Ss ase EE 
CHAP. VIII. 


Of Chriſt the Mediator. 


1. 1 T pleaſed God, in his eternal pur- 


1 4 to chuſe and ordain the 
Tird Y, ſus, his only begotten Son, ac- 
cording to the Covenant made between 


chem both, (a) to be the Mediator be- 


ee 1 Tir, 1-4; Heb 11. Fa 13. 7 
1, 2 &c. Acts 4. 12. Joha:s 56. (a) Iſai. 42. 1.1: 
Þe 1. 9. 10. 
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97 Chrt ift 4 the Mediato 3 


| tween Gef and Man; = 70 Prophet, 


(e Prieſt and (d] King; Head and Sa-: 
viour of his Church, the Heir of all 


1 1 and; Judge of the. World; Un 


to whom, ie did from all eternity (e 
give a People to be his Seed, and to be 
by him in time redeemed, called, box ac 


fied, ſanctiſſed, and glorifed. 3 


2. The Sc God, therhaont Pers, 


- ſon in the Holy Trinity, being very anti 
eternal God, the bri ghtneſs of the Fae _ 


ther's Glory, of one Zubltance and e 
qual with him; Who made the World, 
The upholdeth and governeth all things | 
he hath made-: Did, when the fulneſs 
of time was come, take upon him ( 
Man's nature, with all the eſſential 
Properties, and common + Infirmities 
thereof ( J yet without Sin; being 
conceived by - Holy Spirit in the ors 
of the Citgo Mary, he Holy. Spiritcons 
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(eh Heb. 5. 5, 6 . (4) Pal, 2 . 6. Lake 1. 3. Ephs 
E Acts 17. 1 (e) Ifai $3 _ John 
17. 6. Rom. 8. 30 ( 1 Me 14. Gal. 47 4. © 
An g. 5 He. 25 7 i d: 15. 25 
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36 Of Chrif the Mediator.” 


ing down upon her, and the Power 0 of 

the moſt high overſhadowing her (5) 
and ſo was: made: of a — of the 
Tribe of Judah, of the Seed of Abra bum 
and David, according to the Scriptures: 
So that two whole, perfect, and diſtinct 


Natures, were inſeparably joined to- 
gether in one Perſon, without Conver- 


fron,” Composition, or confuſion”; which 
Perſon is very God, and very. Man, yet 


one (i) Cbriſt, the only Mediator be- 


tween God and Man. „ 

3. The Lord Jeſus in OY Wenge 
Nature thus united to the Divine, in 
the Perſon of the Son, was Tanckifierf, 
and anointed ( 4 with the Holy Spirit, 


above meaſure; having in him (J) all 


the treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge ; in whom it pleaſed. the _— 
that (n) all fullneſs ſhould dwell; 

the end, that being (n) holy, harneſs 
undefiled, and full (0 ) of Grace, and 
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prey Luke 1. 27, 3 1, 24.0) Ries 9: 1 1 . 2. 


« Y Palm 45. 7. "As 10. 38. Jahn 3. 34. (1), Col. 


85. (6 Col. 1. 19. (#) Heb. 7. 26. (o) John 1: 14. 
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Of Chrif the Mediator. 37 


Truth, he might be he furnihed 
to execute the Office of a Mediator, and 
| / p) Surety ; which Office he took not 
upon himſelf, but was thereunto ( 
called by his Father ; who alſo put (v 70 
all Power and judgment in his Hand, 


and gave him Commandment to exe 
cute the ſame. 


This Office the Tord 222 did 
8 (s) willingly undertake, which 


that he might diſcharge he was made 


under the Law, (t) and did perfectly 


- fulfil it, and under went the ſu) Puniſh»: 
ment due to us, which we ſhould have 
born and ſuffered, being made (x) Sin 
and a Curſe for us; enduring moſt grie- 
vous Sorrows (y) in his Soul; and moſt 


painful ſufferings in his Body; was cru- 


eCified, and died, and remained in the 
ſtate of the dead; yet ſaw-no (2) Cor- 


I (y) Marr. 26. 37. 31. Luke 22, * Matt. 2 . 


0) Heb. 7,22. (7) Heb. 5. 5. (7) John 5. 22, 27. 
Matt. 28. 19 Ads 2. 36. (5) Palin 40. 78. Heb. 104 
5---11. John 10. 155 8 Gal. 4. . 0 
Gal. 3. 13. Ifa; 53. 6. 1 Pet. 318. 2 Cie. R 


(2) Ads 13. 37. 
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36. Of Chrift the Mediator: 


ruption: On the (a) third L Day he aroſs 
from the Dead, with the ſame (4) Body 
in which he ſuffered ; with which he 
alſo (c) aſcended into Heaven and 
there ſitteth on the right Hand of his: 
Father (d) making interceſſion ; and 
ſhall-(e) return to judge Men and An 
gele at the end of the World. 
The Lord Jeſus, by his perfect 0 
hed ience and Sacrifice of Thimfelf, which 
he through the Eternal Spirit once of- 


fered up unto God, (V) hath fully ſatiſ- 
fiod the Juſtice of Ob, procured recon-: 
Kliation, and purchaſed an Everlaſting 
Thheritance in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


0 for all thoſe whom the Father bath 
e unto him. 


6. Although the Price of Redemptiz 
on Was not actually paid by Chriſt, till 
after his Incur nation, (*) yet the vertue, 
efficacy, and benefit thercof was com 
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(4) LCor. 15.3 35 + G Jobn 20. 25, 27. (c) Mark 
16. 16. ARs 1. 9, 10, 11. (4) Rom. S. 34. Heb. 


2 (e). Adds Io. 42, Rom. 14, 9, 10. AQs 1. 10. 
AC 9. 14. Ch. 10. 14. Rom 3. 25, 26. fore d * 
A, 8 . £ 1 Cor: 4. 10. Heb 4. es 1.76, I 
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Of Chrift the Mediator. 39 
municated to the Elect in all Ages ſuc- 
ceſſively, from the beginning of the 
World, in and by thoſe Promiſes, Types, 
and Sacrifices, wherein he was revealed, 
and fiznified to be the Seed of the Mo- 
man, which ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head; (+5) and the Lamb flain from the 
Foundation of the World: (1) Being 
the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever. 
7. Chriſt in the work of Mediation 
acteth according to both Natures, by 
each Nature doing that which is proper 
to itſelf; yet by reaſon of the Unity of 
the Perſon, that which is proper to one 
Nature; is ſometimes in Scripture at- 
tributed to the Perſon (4) denominated, 
by the other Nature. We 
8. To all thoſe for whom Chriſt hath 
obtained Eternal Redemption; he doth 


certainly and” effectually (I) apply, and 


communicate the ſame; making Inter- 
ceflion for them; uniting them to him- 
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40 Of Chriſt the Mediator. 
ſelf by his Spirit; (n) revealing unto 
them, in and by the Word, the Myſte- 
ry of Salvation; ; perſwading them to 
believe, and obey ; (u) governing their 
Hearts by his Word and Spirit, and (9) 
overcoming all their Enemies by his Al- 
mighty Power, and Wiſdom ; in ſuch 
manner, and ways, as are moſt conſo- 
nant to 22 wonderful, and (p) unſearch- 
able diſpenſation ; and all of free, and 
abſolute Grace, without any Condition 
foreſeen in them, to procure it. 

g. Fhis Office of Mediator between 
God and Man, is proper (5) only to 
Chriſt, who is the Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King of the Church of God ; and 
may not be either in whole, or any part 
thereof transferr'd from him to any o- 
your 

- This number and order of Off 
ces is . for in reſpect of our 
* Ignorance, we ſtand in'need of his 


| 10 Joha 17. 6. Eph..1 9. 1John 5. 20. () Rom 
$ 9, 14. Pfalm 110. 1. 1Cer, 5. 25, 26. (p) John 3. 
8 1 1 1. 8. * 1 Tim. 2. 5. (r) John 1. 18. 
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/ Free Will: 41 
prophetical Office; and in reſpect of 
our alienation from God, (s) and imper- 
fection of the beſt of our Services, we 
need his Prieſtly Office, to reconcile us, 
and preſent us acceptable unto God: 
And in reſpect of our averſeneſs, and 


utter inability to return to God, and for 


our reſcue, and ſecurity from our ſpiri- 
tual Adverfaries, we need his Kingly 
Office, (t) to convince, ſubdue, draw, 
uphold, deliver, and preſerve us to his 


1 Heavenly Kingdom. 
r e 


C HA E 
Of Free Will. 


OD hath indued the Wil of 
Man with that natural liberty 
and power of acting upon choice, that 
it is (a) neither forced, nor by any ne- 


—H—ä ! un. 


(s) Col. 1. 21. Gal. 5. 17. (f) John 16. 8. 
Pſalm 110. 3. Luke 74. 75. (a) Matt. 17. 12. 
Jam. 1, 14. Deur. 30. 10. 
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a of Free Walt. 
ceflity of nature determined to do good 
or evil. 


2. Man in fits ſtate of Innocency, had 


freedom, and power, to will, and to do, 
that (50 which was good, and well- 
pleaſing to God ; but yet (c) was muta⸗ 
ble, ſo that he might fall from it. 

Man by his fall into a ſtate of Sin; 


wk wholly loſt (4) all ability of will, 


to any ſpiritual good accompanying Sal- 

vation; fo as a natural Man, being al- 
tozethe er averſe from that good, (e) and 
dead- in Sin, is not able, by his own 
ſtrength, to (/) convert himſelf, or to 


* bim telt thereunto. 
When God converts a Sinner, and 


tranſlates him into the ſtate of Grace; 
(g) he freeth him from his natural Bon- 
dage under Sin, and by his Grace alone, 


enables him (5) freely to will, and to 


do that which is ſpiritually good ; yet 
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| doth alſo A char Ghich is evil. A 

©. The Will of Man is made (&) 505 
| rely and immutably free to good alone 
in the State PE, Slory only: hy 


Sens 


| Of Bfectual Calling. 
1 1; How! whom God hath predeſti: 


a nated unto Life; he is pleaſed 
; in n his appointed and accepted time (4) 


effectually to call by his Word and Spi- 


: kit, out of that ſtate of Sin and Death, 
in Bien they are by Nature, to Grace 
and Salvation. (8) by Jeſus Chriſt ; en- 
iktaing their Minds, ſpiritually: and 

# er 24 underſtand the Things 


2 —— 


(i) Rom. 7. 155 18, 19, 2.2, 23. (+) Eph. 414 


4 | Rom. 8. 30. Rom. Ti. 7: eh . 10 
Theſſ. 3. 13; 14. (5) Eph. 2. 3.776 (e) Acts 26. 
18. Erh. 1 . es: 
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Of Efeftual Calling. 
of God; taking away their (d) Heart 
99 of Stone, and giving unto them an Heart tl 
4 of Fleſn; renewing their Wills, and by, © 
1 his Almighty Power determining them, a 
(e) to that which is good, and effectu- tl 
ally drawing them to Jeſus Chriſt ; yet 21 
1 ſo, as they come ( f) moſt freely, being 80 
6 mc willing by his Grace. al 
2. This Effectual Call is of God's le 
free and ſpecial Grace alone, (g) not 
from any ie at all foreſeen in Man, mT 
nor from any Power or Agency in the | V 
Creature, co-working with his ſpecial 1 
Grace ; (50 the Creature being wholly > bi 
paſſive therein, being dead in Sins.and. 
reſpaſles, until being quickned and re- 
newed by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby 
enabled to anſwer this Call, and to em- 
| brace the Grace offered and conveyed 


in it, and that by no leſs (7) Power 
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(d) Ezek 36. 26. (e) Deut. 30. 6. Ezek. * 
1 27. Eph. 1. 19. (f) Pſalm 110. 3. Cant. 1. 4. (g) 3 
i 2 Tim. 1. 9. Eph. 2. 8. () xCor. 2. 14. Eph. 2. 
S5. John 5. 25, (1) Eph. T. 19, 20. — 
than 
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Of Effectual Calling. 45 
than that which raiſed up Chriſt from 
the Dead. 

. Ele& Infants dying in Infancy, 
are ( þ) regenerated and faved by Chriſt 
thro' the Spirit, who worketh when, 
and where, and (1) how. he pleaſeth : 
So alſo are all other Elect Perſons, who 
are uncapable of being outwardly cal- 
led by the Miniſtry of the World. 

"2+ Others not elected, altho' they 
may be called by the Miniſtry of the 
Word, 5 m Vs and may, have. vos F com- 


rern 


come to Chriſt; MN Gen cannot 
be ſaved: Much leſs can Men that re- 


Ceive not the Chriſtian Religion (o) be 
ſavcd, be they never ſo diligent to frame 


they do profeſs. 


their Lives according to the Light, of 
Nature, and the Law of that Religion 


— — 


John 3. 3,5; U- B chR. J U. an Mat. 22. 
4) Ch. 13. 20, 21. Heb. 6. 4, 5. (n) John 6. 44. 


45, 65. 1John 2. 24, 25. (o) tis 6. 12. John 
4, 22. Ch. 17. 3. 
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of Fulifeatis on. 


1. 1 H OS E whom God bee 
8 calleth, He alſo freely (a julti⸗ 
fieth, not by „ Ri; el in- 
to chem, but by (2) pardoning their Þ of 
SINS, and by accounting and accepting F 
their Perſons as (c) righteous ; not for 


" Fa, i 


| any thing wrought in them, or done by i 
' 
| 
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them, but for Chriſt's fike alone; not al 
buy imputing Faith itſelf the Act of Be- th 
lieving, or any other %) eyangelical | hi 
Obedience to them, as their Righteouſ- Pe 
nefs, but by imputing Chriſt's 22 90 
Obedience unto the whole. Law, an 
paſſive Obedience in his Death, for 
| Their whole and ſole Righteoufpeſs; an 
| they (e 7 receiving , and reſting on him, ee 
. (a) Rom. 3 24. Ch 8. 30. (Rom 4. 87 6,7, 4 Wh 
S. Eph. 1. 7. 7. (011 Cor. 1. 30,231, Rom. 5. 177 ( 
IB, 19. 2 Phil. 3. 8. 9. Eph, 2. 8, 95 10. © = 22. 
John l. 13, Rom. 5. Iz. 8 d ile! 
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1 97 7 2 ification, 8 47 
and his Righteouſneſs by Faith; ; which 
they have not of themſelves ; ; it is the 

Gift of God. 

2. Faith thus receiving and reſting 
on Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, is the 
V alone Inſtrument of Juſtification, ; 
Yet it is not alone in the Perſon juſti- 
fied, but is ever accompanied with all 
other ſaving Graces, and is no 9858 20 
| Faith, (g) but worketh by Love, 

3. Chriſt, by his Obedience and 
| Path, did fully diſcharge the Debt of 
all thoſe that are juſtified ; and did by 
| the Sacrifice of himſelf, in the Blood x 
his Croſs, undergoing in their ſtead the 
Penalty due unto them, make a proper, 
real and full Satisfaction (h) to God's 
es! in their behalf; yet inaſmuch as 

e Was given by the Father for them, 
and his Obedience and Satisfaction ac- 
| cepted | in their ſtead, and both (7) freely, 
| not for any. t thing! in them, their ir Juli 
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Rom. 3, 28. (s) Gal. 5. 6, James: 2. 17, 
1 22, 26. (0) Heb. 12. 14. 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. Iſai. 53. 
|. 52 b. (i) Rom 8. 32. 1 Cor. 5 21. 
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48 of Jul fication. Le = 
fication 1s only of Free Grace, that both gt 
the exact Juſtice and rich Grace of God tl 
might be (Y) glorified in the Juſtifica- tl 
tion of Sinners. =_ 

4. God did from all Eternity decree de 
to (/) juſtify all the Elect, and Chriſt 
did in the Fulneſs of Time die for their th 
Sins, and (2) rife again for their Juſti- 
fication ; nevertheleſs they are not ju- 7 
ſtified perſonally, until the Holy Spirit D 
doth in due Time (u actually apply * 
Chriſt unto them. t 
F. God doth continue to (0) forgive g 
the Sins of thoſe that are juſtified; and 
although they can never fall from the 
State of (p) Juſtification, yet they may 
by their Sins fall under God's () father- 
11 Diſpleaſure; and in that Condition, 
they have not uſually the Light of his 
— reſtored unto them, until 

-(4) a7 0. 26 Eph. x. 6, 7- Oha, 2. 7. (1) | 4 
Gat. 2.8. 1 Pet. 1. 2. 1Tim. 2.6. (m Rom. 4. 
el. 7. 24,22, 5, 6, 7- i 


Mat. 6. 12. 1John 1.7, 9. (p) John! 10. 28 (2) 
Fim 89. 31, 32 33 


they 
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0 of His only Son 


4 Privileges of- Children ef God; 
7 His 0 Name put upon chem, (4 re- 


1 [VI 8. 15. 


OF. Alpe 48 


I hy ( 1 humble themſelves, confeſs 
their Sins; beg Pardon, and renew 
their F 458 and Repentance. 5 

6. The Juſtification of Believers un- 


| der the Old Teſtament; was in all theſe 
b Reſpects (s) one and tlie ſame with 


the Juſtification of Believers under the 
: New Teſtament; | 


S te 


* CHAP; XII. 


| Of Adoption: 


F AL L thoſe that are juſtified, God 
; vouchſafed in and Tor the Sake 
Feſus Chriſt, to make 
5 Partakers of the Grace: (a) of Adoption; 
by which they are taken into the Num- 
7 ber, and enjoy the Liberties and (5) 
have 


8 \ Pſalm 32. 5. & 51 Matt. 26, 75s G) Gat. 3. * 
Rom. 4. 22. 23. 24. (a) Epheſ: i. 5+ Gal. 4. 4, 5. (6) 
John 1. 12. Rom. 8. 17. W 6. 18. Res. 3. 12. 
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50 of Santification, 


ceive the 1 pirit of Adoption, ſe) have 
acceſs to the Throne of Grace with 
boldneſs; are enabled to cry, Abba, Fas 
ther; are 625 pitied, (g) protected, (5) 
: provided fo r, and (+) chaſtned by him, 
as by a Father ; - a. never (1) caſt off 
but ſealed (n) to the Day of edemp- 
tion, and inherit the Promiſes, (7) as 
Heirs of Everlaſting Salvation. A 


. * N 

1 * - ak ON 

— GIN 5 1 * 1 Fi... 2 
— — — = — — — — . 

S 4% — . Os 4 Ly * *** - hd >» 1 — » 4 F 4 & on . 2 ww — __ > wa > 
+ * — ws 4 - . el 
7 
75 4 


CHAP, XIII. 


Of Santification, 


wi 1. T HEY who are united to Chriſt, * | 
4 1 effectually called, and regene- 
fkrated, having a new Heart and a new 521 

= |. Spirit created in them, through the 
— 0 3 
4 Vertue of Chriſt's Death and Reſur- : 2 
| n ate alſo 64 farther- apCHSod mu 
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Of Sandhification, Ft 
3 an one through the ſame 
| 3 7 i 5 by his Word and Spirit 
dwelling in them; 19055 the Dominion of 
the whole Body of Sin is deſtroyed, (4) 
and the ſeveral Luſts thereof, are more 
ff. and more weakned, and mortified ; and 
they more and more quickned, and ( 
diſtren gthned j in all ſaving Graces, to the 
7 Practice of all true Holineſs, with 
out which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
— 2. This Sanctification is (g) cheogalhs 
out in the whole Man, yet imperfect 
) in this Life; there abideth ſtill 
ſome Remnants of Corruption in every 
Part, whence ariſeth a (i) continual 
* nd irreconcilable War ; the Fleſh luſt- 
4 Ing againſt the Spirit, and the 85 a- 
pore +l the Tie. -* 
3. In which War, although the re- 
i maining Corruption for a Time may 
4 E. uch (4) prevail, yet through the con- 
+ John 17.1% Eph. 3. 16, 17,19, 19. 1 T bell. 5. 
, 309 21, 22, 23. (c) Rom 6. 14. (a) Gal. 5. 14. An, (e) Col, 


bY”: 11, (f).2 Cor. 7. 1. Heb. 12. 14. (g) 1 Theſl. 5.23. 
oo Kb) Ram. 7. 48, 23+ 09 Gal. 5.47. 1 Fet. 2. 11. (% 


Rom. 7. 23. 15 
D 2. tinual 


l, ö 


323 (/ Saving Faith, . 
finual Supply of Strength, from the ſant® of 
#: fying Spirit of Chrift, () the regenerate * E. 

Part doth overcome; and 1& the Saints at. 
grow in Grace, perfecting Holineſs in 


the Fear of God, (mn) preſſing after an 
Heavenly Life, in Evangelical Obedi- 
ence to all the Commands which CHriſt, 
as Head and King, in his Word hath 
preſcribed to them, ..\ 


OS ct» EPA TIE Bl AI? 2 3 — ; — — * 
CHAF AV. 
38 H E Grace of Faith, whereby to. 
the Ele& are enabled to believe 
to the Saving of their Souls, is tje 
Work of the Spirit of Chriſt (a) in their 
. Hearts, and is ordinarily wrought bß 
the Miniſtry of the (5) Word; by *? 
- which alſo, and by the Adminiſtration 7 


— 1 = 4 a. x. of os. * * "2 1 * 


— At 19 
_ — — —— Xa 25 


h Rom. 6. 4 (m) Eph. 4. 15, 16. 2 Cor. 3. 18 F 
Chop. 7. 1. (4) 2 Cor. 4. 13. Eph. 2. 8. (5) Rom. 1 
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* Of Saving Faith. 53. 


| that which is to come; But the Princi- 


4 mm (d) Plalm 19. 7, 8, 9, 19 Pſalm 119. 72. (e) 2 Tim, 
I: 4. 2. Aha, 15. 14. 2 IIa. 66. 2. (b) Heb. 11. * 


> (g) Threatnings, and embracing the 


I of Baptiſin, and the £ Lord's. Supper, _ 
Prayer and other Meansappointed. of Gad, 
It is increaſed, (c) and ſtrengthned. 

2. By this Faith, a Chriſtian 8 

eth to fot true, * whatſoever i is revealed 
in the Word, for the Authority of G 
himſelf ;: and alſo apprehendeth an Ex- 
cellency therein (d) aboye all other VWri- 

tings; and all Things in the World: As it 


bears forth the Glory of God in his At- 
tributes, the Excellency of Chriſt i in his 


Nature and Offices, and the Power and 


Fulneſs of the Holy Spirit in his Work 


ings and Operations; and ſo is enabled. 
(e) caſt his Soul upon the Truth thus 


voy believed, and alſo acteth differently up- 
on that "which each particular Paſſage, 
thereof containeth ; yielding Obedience 


to the (J Commands, trembling. at. 


Y) Promifes of Goa, for this Life, and 


0 Links 17. 5.1 1 Per. 2 2. Ps A 20. 32. Ribs 24 is 24. 


pu 


pal Acts of Saving Faith, hath immes" 


diate Relation to Chrift, accepting, re- 
ceiving, and refting upon (1) him alone, 


for Juſtification, Sanctification, and 
Eternal Life, by vertue of the Covenant” 
n . bo 
3. This Faitb, although it be diffe- 


rent in degrees, and may be weak, (E) or an 


ſtrong, yet it is in the leaſt Degree of it, 
different in the Kind, or Nature of it 
(as is all other Saving Grace) from the 
Faith (1) and common Grace of tempo 
rary Believers ; and therefore, tho” it 
may be many Times affailed and weak- 
ned, yet it gets (n) the Victory, grow-" 


ing up in many, to the Attainment of a ge 
full (n) Aſſurance through Chriſt, who 


3s both the Author (o) and Finiſher of 


* 


our Faith, 


| | Fa Al 5 
(% John 1. 12. ARts 16. 31. Gal: 2. 20. Acts 15. 11. 4 
(&) Heb. 5. 13, 14. Matt. 6. 30. Rom. 4. 19, 20. () 


— — — — 
| 1 
= 
# 


2 Pet 1. i. (2) Eph. 6. 16. 1 John 5. 4, 5. () Heb. 6. Þ 5 


11, 12. Col. 2. 2. (s) Heb, 12, 2. 1 i 
A 


ie H A f. XV. . | 
e. oO Repentance unto Life at ua | 


2 


a 28 UCH of the Elect as are convert- 
= & ed at riper Years, havin (a) 
3 . lived in the State of Nature, 
and therein ſerved divers Luſts and 
Pleaſures, God in their Efetual Calling, 
it giveth them Repentance unto Life. 
ie 2. Whereas there is none that Goth 
2 E. and ſinneth (+) not, and the beſt 
it ef Men may, through the Power and 
Peceitfulneſs of their Corruption dwell- 
2 Þ ing in them, with the Prevalency of 
4 : Temptation, fall into greater Sins and 
„ Provocations, God hath in the Covenant 
© bf Grace, mercifully rovided that Be- 

lievers fo — * and Fal alling, (c) be re- 


- = "cap eee Naperfade unto Salva⸗ 


: Re 6 1 . 2 * 0 0 5 4 us _ * 
— — — — „ — 2 — — 988 


x | (a) Tir. Zo 2 5554 . Eccl. 7: 20. 8 Luke 
23. 317 32. 
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L 56 Of Repentance unto Life, „ 


. This Saving Repentance is an (dg) 
Evangelical Grace, whereby a Perſon, 


being by the: Holy Spirit made aa 


of the manifold Evils of his Sin, doth, 
by Faith in Chriſt, humble himſelf for 
it, with Godly Sorrow, deteſtation of 
it, and ſelf-abhorrency; (e) praying for 
Pardon and Strength of Grace, with a 
Purpoſe and Endeavour by Supplies of 
the Spirit, to (F) walk before God un- 
to all well-pleafing in all Things. 

4. As Repentance 15 to'be continued 
through 1 the whole Courſe of our Lives, 
upon the Account of the Body of Death, 
and the Motions thereof ; - fo-it is every 
Man's Duty to, repent of his { g) parti- 
For known Sins, particularly. 

Such is the Proviſion which God 
hath made through Chriſt in the Cove- 
nant of Grace, for the Preſervation of 
Believers unto Salvation, that although 
zhere is no Sin ſo ſmall, but it deſerves 


; (d) Zech. 12. 10. Acts 11. 18. (e Eick. 36. 31. | 
2 Cor, 7. 11. (f) Pſalm 119. 6, Pſalm * las. (833 
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Luke 19. 8. 1 Tim. 13,15. 
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Of Goods Norns. 57 
1 F: þ) Damnation; yet . is no Sin ſo 
Ms. | N great, that it ſhall bring Damnation on 
ble them that (i) repent ; which makes the 
th, conſtant Pccaching of Repentance ne- 
for cCeſſary. 


of % 000 DD 
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n- 7 Of Gene 7 orks. 

1. 6 OO D Works are only ſuch as 
ed 3 God hath Ca) commanded in 


„„bis Holy Word, and not ſuch as with- 
h, out the Warrant thereof, are deviſed by 
Men, out of blind Zea al, (5) or upon 
© 7 any Pretence of good Intentions. 

2. These good Works, done in Obe- 
od dience to God's Commandments, are 
the Fruits and Evidences (c) of a true 
of and lively Faith; and by them Believ- 
ga 1 ers nahi their ( 4 ) "TSA 


3 r 3 


* „ — — 4 — 


W © (6) Row 6. 25-016 2.266 %% 16 hs 


2) 6.8. Heb. 13. 21. (6) Mar. 2 5. 9, Up. 19. 13. C) 16. 
"= 25 18. 22. (4) Plalm 116. 214 
$ | firengthen 


58 Of Gcod Mor ks. 


ſtrengthen their (e) Aſſurance, edifie 9 


their () Brethren, adorn the Profeſſi- 


on of the Goſpel, ſtop the Mouths of 


the Adverſaries, and glorifie (g) God, 


whoſe Workmanſhip they are, created 


m Chriſt Jeſus (+) thereunto, that hav- 
ing their Fruit unto Holineſs, they may 
have the end (i) Eternal Life, 
3. Their Ability to do good Works, 
is not at all of themſelves, but wholly 
from the Spirit () of Chriſt ; and that 
they may be enabled thereunto, beſides 
the Garces they have already received, 
there is neceſſary an (/) actual Influence 
of the ſame Holy Spirit to work in 
them to will, and to do of his good 
Pleaſure; yet are they not hereupon to 
grow Negligent, as if they were not 


bound to perform any Duty, unleſs up- 


on a ſpecial Motion of the Spirit, but 
they ought to be dilligent in (n) ſtir- 


(#) 1 John 2. 3, 5. 2 Pet. 1. 3-11, (J) Mart. 5. 16. 
(601 Tim. 6 1. 1 Pet. 2. 15. Phil. 1. 11. (5) Epheſ. 
2. 10. (i) Rom. 6. 22. () John 15. 4, 5- (I) 2 Cor. 3. 

5. Phil. 2. 13. (n) Phil: 2. 12. Heb. 6, 11.1. Iſa 64 7. 
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C Good Works. © og 
ring up the Grace of God that is in 
thi. nt OTE bo 

4. They who in their Obedience at- 
tain to the greateſt Heighth which is 
offible in this Life, are ſo far from be- 


bos able to fupererrogate, and to do 


5 more than God requires, as that (a) they 
fall ſhort of much which in Duty they 


are bound to do. 


o 


F. We cannot by our beſt Works 


; merit Pardon of Sin, OT Eternal Life at. 


the Hand of God, by reaſon of the great 
- Diſproportion that is. between them ant 
the Glory to come, and the infinite Di- 
** Nance that is between us and God, 
Whom by them we can neither profit, 
nor ſatisfy, for the Debt of our (e for- 
mer Sins; but when we have done all 
We can, we have done but our Duty, 
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and are unprofitable Ser vants: and be- 
cauſe as they are good, they proceed from 
his () Spirit, and as they are wrought 


N (n). Job g9. 2,3. Gal, 5. 17. Luke 17 10. (o) Kom. 
9. Rom. 4. 6. C) Gal, 5. 22, 23. 


by 


LY 


60 Of- Good, Works. 


rity of God's Judgment. 
6. Yet notwithſtanding the. Perſons! 


of Believers being accepted through | 


Chriſt, their Good Works alſo are ac- 
ceptcd ; in (7) him ; not as though they 
were in this Life wholly unblameable 
and unreprovable in God's Sight; but 
that he looking upon them in his Son, 
is pleaſed to accept and reward that 
eh! is () fincere, although accompa- 
nied with many Weakneſtes and Im- 
perfections. 
F. Works done by unregenerate Men, 
alt ough for the Matter of them, they 
may be Things which God commands, 
and of good Uſe, both to themſelves 
and (f) others; yet becauſe they pro- 
cecd not from : a Heart purified by () 


F aith, nor are done! in a N Manner 


OY 


(7) Ifa. 64. 6. Palm 143. 2. () Ep + . Pet. 

2. 5. () Matt. 25. 21, 23. Heb. 6. 10.0% 2 Kings ro. 
3041 Kings 21. 27, 29. (uw) Gen. 4: 9. Heb. 11. 4. 62 
1 accord- 


by us, they are defiled, (9 and mixed | 
with ſo much Weaknels and Imperfec- 
tion, that they cannot endure the Seve- 


Of Perſeverance of the Saints. 61 
according to the ( Word, nor to a 
tight End the (x) Glory of God, they 
are ſinful, and cannot pleaſe God, nor 
make a Man meet to receive Grace from 
) God; and yet their neglect of them 

is more ſinful, and (⁊) diſplæaſing to 
7 > God, | 


> STTTOPLSSS SD POSIDS., POP 
= CH AP. -- 
/ Perſeverance of the Saints. 


I. T Hoſe whom God hath accept- 
= ed in the Beloved, effectuallx 
called and ſanctified by his Spirit, and 

given the precious Faith of his Ele& un- 
to, can neither totally nor finally fall 
from the State oſ Grace, (a) but ſhall 
certainly perſevere therein to the End, 
and be eternally ſaved, ſeeing the Gifts 
(0) 1 Cor. 13. I. (&) Matt. 6. 2, 5. () Amos 
5. 21, 22. Rom. 9. 16. Tit. 3, 5. (z) Job 21. 14, 
15. Matt. 25. 41, 42, 43. (a) John 10. 28, 29. 

Phil. x, 6. 2 Tim. 2, 19, 1 John 2, 19. 
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62 Of Perſeverance of the Saints, 
and Callings of God are without Re- 
pentance, (whence he ſtill begets and 
-nouriſheth in them Faith, Repentance, 
Love, Joy, Hope, and all the Graces 
of the Spirit unto Immortality) and 
though many Storms and Floods ariſe 
and beat againſt them, yet they ſhall 
never be able to take them off that 
Foundation and Rock which by Faith 
they are faſtned upon: Notwithſtand- 
ing, through Unbelief and the Temp- 
tations of Satan, the ſenſible Sight of the 
Light and Love of God, may for a 
Time be clouded, and obſcured from 
(2) them, yet it is ſtill the fame, (c) 
and they ſhall be ſare to be kept by the 
Power of God unto Salvation, where 
they ſhall enjoy their purchaſed Poſſeſ— 
Hon, they being engraven upon the 
Palm of his Hands, and their Names 
having been written in the Book of Life 
from all Eternity. | | 
2. This Perſeverance - of the Saints, 
depends not upon their own Free Will, 


(0) Pim bg. 3 32. 1 Cor. 11. 22. C) Mal: 5 6. 
* ut 
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() Comforts impaired, have their 
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Of Perſeverance of the Saints. 63 


but upon the Immutability of the De- 
cree of (4) Election, flowing from the 


free and unchangeable Love of God the 
Father, upon the Efficacy of the Merit 
and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt (e) and 


Union with him, the () Oath of God, 


the Abiding of his Spirit, and the (g) 
Seed of God within them, and the Na- 
ture of the () Covenant of Grace; from 
all which ariſeth alſo the Certainty and 


1 Infallibility thereof. 


3. And though they may, through 
the Temptation of Satan, and of the 
World, the Prevalency of Corruption 
remaining in them, and the Neglect of 
Means of their Preſervation, fall into 
grievous (1) Sins, and for a Time conti- 
nue therein; whereby they incur (&) 
God's Diſpleaſure, and grieve his holy 
Spirit, come to have their Graces and 


( Rom. 8. 30. Chap. 9. 11, 16. (e) Rom. 5. 


= To 10. John 14. 19. (J) Heb.-6. 27, 18. (g) 1 
1 ohn 3. 9. (5) Jer. 32. 40. (i) Matt. 26. 70. J, 
1 "af $* (4) Iſa. 64. 5. 9. Eph. 4. 30. (I) Pſa. S 1 40412. 
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64 Of the Aſurance of Grare: 


thers, and bring temporal Judgments 


(2) upon themſelves, yet they ſhall re- 


new their (o) Repentance, and be pre- 
ſerved; through Faith in Chriſt Jelus, 
to the- End, 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Of the Aſirante of Grace & Salvation. 
* A Lthough temporary Believers, 


and other unregenerate Men, 
may vainly deceive thetnſelves with 
falſe Hopes, and carnal Preſumptions, 
of being in the Favour of God, and 
State of Salvation, (a) which Hope of 
theirs ſhall periſh ; yet ſuch as truly be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus, and love him 
in Sincerity, * to walk in 


_— 


 — — — ——ů — 


3 


(n) ©p 32. 3, 4. (U) 2 28 12. 14. (% Luk. 


22. 32. and v. 61, 62. (a) ny 8, I 3, 14, Matt. 1 


7. 22, 23. 


* 


Hearts hardened, and their Conſciences 
wounded, (m) hurt, and ſcandalize o 


F. 4. Wo, 
Ly 


= ».. and Salvation. © 6g 


all good Conſcience before him, may 
in this Life be certainly aſſured, 5) that 
they are in the State of Grace, and may 
8 rejoice in the Hope of the Glory of God, 
which Hope ſhall never make them (c) 
5 aſhamed. ; 
2. This Certainty is not a bare con- 
3 Peaaural and probable Perſuaſion, ground- 
ed upon (d a fallible Hope, but an in- 
fallible Aſſurance of Faith, founded on 
the Blood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
*. I (e) revealed in the Goſpel ; and alſo 
rs, upon the inward (f) Evidence of thoſe 
n, Graces of the Spirit unto which Promi- 
th Ie are made, and on the Teſtimony of 
1s, the (g) Spirit of Adoption, witneſſing 
ad with our Spirits, that we are the Chil- 
of dren of God; and, as a Fruit thereof, 
keeping the Heart both () humble and 


hol of 
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0 1 John 2. 3 3. Ch 3. 14, 18. 19, 21, 24. Ch. 5. 
1 13. (c) Rom. F. 2, 3 F. (4 Heb. 6. 11, 19. (e) Heb. 4. 
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66 Of Aſſurdanee of Grace 

3: This infallible>Afſurance doth not 
ſo belong to the Eſſence of Faith, but 
that a true Believer may wait long; 5 
and conflict with many Difficulties, be- 


fore he be (1) Partaker of it; yet being 
to know the 
Things which arc erb y given him of 


enabled by the Spirit, 


God, he may, without extraordinary 


Revelation, inthe right Uſe of Means (9 
and therefore it 18. 


attain thercunto. 
the Duty of evei ry one, to give all dili- 
gence to make their Calling and Electi- 
on ſure, that thereby his Heart may be 


enlarged 3 in Peace and Joy in the Holy 


Spirit, in love and thankfulneſs to God, 


and in ftrength and chearfulneſs in the 
Duties of Obedience, the proper (J) 
* ruits of this Aſſurance; fo far is it 
m) from inclining Men to looſenebs, 
4. True Believers may have the Aſ- 
ſurance-.of their Salvation divers ways 


— 
— 


(4) 1 John 4. 13. Heb. 6. 11, 12. () Rom. 5. 
I, 2, 5. Ch. 14. 17. Pſalm 119. 32 (n) Rom. 
6. 12 2 2. Tit. 2, II, 12, 14. 


(i) Tfa. 50. 10. Pſalm 88. & Palm 77, 1 10 
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and Salvatioh: 69 


| ſhaken, diminiſhed, and intermitt ted; 
as (1 by negligence in preſerving of i it, 
by (o) falling into ſome ſpecial sin, 


which woundeth the Conſcience, and 


; gr teveth the Spirit; by ſome ſudden, or 


() veheme nt. Temptation; by G God's 


= withdrawing the (%) Light, of his; Coun- 
tenance, an $1 maike even ſuch as fear 
3 fu to walk in Dar 


nels, and to hays 
no Light; yet are they never deſtitute. 


: of the (r) Sced of God, and Life (5) of 


Faith, that Love of Chriſt, and the 
Brethren, that Sincerity of. Heart, and 


4 Conſcience of Duty Y, out, of which, by 
the Operation of the Spirit, this Afi u- 


FS gp 94 


” rance may in due time be (2) revived ; 3 


and by the which, in the mean Time, 


they = (a) Neſer ved from utter De⸗ 
ſpair. 
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(2) Cant. 5, 2, 3, 6. 6% Pfalm 5 1. 8, 12, 14. 
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(s) Pſalm 30. 7. (7 1 John 3.9. (5) Luke 22. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Of the Law of God. f 
5 


ten in his Heart, and a particular Pre- 
cept. of not eating the Fruit of the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil; by 
which he bound him, and all his Poſte- 
rity to perſonal, entire, exact and per- 
petual (5) Obedience; promiſed Life 
upon the Fulfilling, and (c) threatned 
Death upon the Breach of it, 


keep it. 

2. The fame Law' that was firſt 
Written in the Heart of Man (d) conti- 
nued to be a perfect Rule of Righte- 
ouſneſs after the Fall, and was deliver- 


ed by God upon Mount Sinai, in 0 


1 


(a) Gen. I. 27. Eccle. 7. 29. (b) Dow: 10. 5. 
60 Gal. 3. 10, 12. (d) Rom, 2. 14, 15. (e) Deut. 
10. 4 


gave to Adam a Law of 
Univerſal Obedience, (2) writ- 


and in-: 


dued him. with Power and Ability R 
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Of the Law of God. 69 
Jen Commandments, and written in 
two Tables, the four firſt containing 
our Duty towards God, and the other 


ix our Duty to Man. 
Beſides this Law, commonly call 


; ed Moral, God was pleaſed to give to 


the People of HVrael Ceremonial Laws, 


- containing ſeveral typical Ordinances, 


| party of Worſhip,” (J) prefiguring 


1 ; Chriſt, his Graces, Actions, Sufferings, 
and Benefits; ; and partly holding forth 
divers Inſtructions (g) of Moral Duties, 


all which Ceremonial Laws being. ap- 
Lane only to the Time of Reforma- 
tion, are, by Jeſus Chriſt the true Meſ- 
"ah, and only Law-giver, who was 
' furniſhed with Power from the Father 
E that end, (+) abrogated and taken 
away. 


4. To them alſo he gave fundry Jus 


dicial Laws, which expired together 


with the State of 5 Fraple, not ob- 


— 


— 


1H Heb. 10. 1. Col. 2. 17. 61 7 5. 7. 


{) Col, 2, 14, 5 Eph. 2. 14, 16. 


3 liging | 


— 


70 OF Lau \of God. 45 
liging ae nbw: by monde of that Inl® ( 
tution; their general (: ) Equity E. of 
being of moral fe.” |: +4 o 
5, The Moral. Law : doth for event 

bind all, (4) as well juſtified Perſons as 
others, to the Obedience thereof, and 
that net onhy in regard. of the Matter ih 
contained in it, but alſo in refpe |} Ot 
_ of the (+ Authority of God the CO tc 
who gave it; ehiier doth; CLrift in © 
the-Gofpel: dny way difiolve, (n) but tl 
mich ſtrengthen this Obligation. ib n 
-76.: Although! true - Behsvers be not 
under tlie Law, as ao Covenant of 
Works, (u) to: be thereby juſtificd or, 
condemned, yet it is of great Uſe to 
them, as well as to others, in that, as 
4 Rule of Life: informing them of the 
Will of God, 2nd their Duty, it. directs 
pot binds them to walk: egy; 
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= 1 Cor. 3:4 bz 10. (4) Rot: 13. 8, 9, TO. 
. 10, 11, 12. ( e . hs EN 70 
Matt. 5. 17, 18, 19. Rom. 3. (1) RO 
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"Of. the Las of God. 
(v) 8 alſo the ſinful Pollutions 


71 


of their Natures, Hearts and Laves, 

ſo as examining. themſelves thereby, 
they may come to further conviction of, 
humiliation for, and hatred againſt Sin; 
together with a clearer Sight of the Need 
they have of Chriſt, and the Perfection 


of his Obedience: It is likewiſe of Uſe 


to the Regenerate, to reſtrain their 
Co: ruptions, in that it forbids Sin; and 
the Threatnings ef it ſerve to ſhew 
What. even their Sins deſerve, and what 
Afflictions in this Eife they may ex- 
pect for them, although freed from the 
Curſe and unalfayed Rigour thereof. 
Theſe Promiſes of it likewiſe 'ſhew 
them God's Approbation of Obedience, 
and what Bleſſings they may expect 
upon the Performance thereof, though 
not as.due to them by. the . as a 
Covenant of Works; ſo as Man's do- 
ing Good, and refraining from Evil, 
8 the Law Incours Seth to the 


0 Nom 3 20. ches 7 „ Kc. 


one, 


hed 


72 Of the Gospel, and the 
one, and deterreth from the other, 
Law, and not under Grace, 


7. Neither are the forementioneld 
Uſes of the Law (g) contrary to the 
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duing (7) and inabling the Will of Man 
to 5 that freely and chearfully, which 
the Will of God, revealed in che Law, 


aer to be done, 
CAPE TAE A ee e 
CHAT Xx. 


Of the Gojhel, and of the Extent - the 
Grace thereof, 


HE Covenant of Works be- 

ing broken by Sin, and made 
unprofitable unto Life, God was pleaſed 
to give forth the Pr omiſe of wed (a a 


— 


| (6) — 25 1 14. I Pet, 3. 8,— 13. 
(q) Gal. 3. 21. . (r) Ezek. 37. 21. (a) Gen. 3 3.15, 


no Evidence of his being () under * 


Grace of the Goſpel, but do ſweetly 
comply with it, the Spirit of Chri/t ſub- 


7 
1 
if. 


Extent of the Grace thereof 75 


'F the Seed of the Woman, as the Means 
9 ” of calling the Elect, and begetting in 


them Faith and Repentance ; in this 
© Promiſe, the (b) Goſpel, as to the Sub- 
” ſtance of it, was revealed, and therein 
effectual, for che Converſion and Salva 


tion of Sinners. 
2. This Promiſe of Chrif and Sabin 


; tion by him, is revealed only by (c) 


3 Word Pe” God ; neither do the 
Works of Creation or Providence, 


$ F with the Light of Nature, (4) make 


Diſcovery of Chriſt, or of Grace by 
him, ſo much as in a general, or ob- 
cure Way; much leſs, that Men, de- 
ſtitute of the Revelation of him by the 
Promiſe, or Goſpel, (e) ſhould be ena- 
- bled thereby, to attain ſaving Faith, or 
Repentance. 


3. The Revelation of the Goſpel un- 


to Sinners, made in divers Times, and 


I ſundry Parts, with the Addition of 


(5 Rev. 13. 8. 0 Rom. 5 TH "(a) Nom. 10. 
14, 15, 17. Prov. 29. 18. Ia. 25. 7. with Ch. 


60, 2, 3: 


Pam 


7% U the Gospel, ce. * 
Promiſes; and Precepts, for the Obedi- 
ence required therein, as to the Nati- 
ons, and Perſons, to whom it is grant- tu 
ed, is meerly of the (7) Sovereign Will ; Me 
and good Pleaſure of God, not being an 
annexed by vertue of any Promiſe, to 
the due Improvement of Men's natural 
Abilities, by vertue of common Light 
received without it; which none ever 
did ( ') make, or can fo do; And there- 
fore in all Ages the Preaching of the 
Goſpel hath been granted unto Perſons , 
and Nations, as to the Extent, or Streight= © 
ning of it, in great Variety, according 

tothe Counſel of the Will of God. 

4. Although the Goſpel be the only 


ti 

fr 

3 Means of revealing Chtiſt, C 
el 

* 

II 

2 


and ſaving Grace, and is, as ſuch, a- 
bundantly ſaficient therennto:; ; yet 
that Men, who are dead in Treſpaſſes, 
may be Born again, Quickned or Re- 


generated, there is moreaver neceſſary, 
an effectual inſuperable () Work of 
| 7 Pſalm 147. 10. Acts 16. 7. (8) ) Rom. 1. 7 
00 lam L103. 1 Cor. 2. 14. Eph. 1. 19, 20. 
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Of Chriſtian 1 Ko wy 


iche Zoly Spirit, upon the whole Soul, 


bor the Producing in them a new Spiri- 
tual Life; without which no other 
Means will _ (e) their Converſion 
Bato God. | 
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7 7 Chr. 92 Liberty, and Liberty 55 
+ Conſcienee- : 

＋ HE E Eiberty which Ghrit hath 
1 L purchaſed for Believers under 
the Goſpel, conſiſts in their Freedom 
from the Guilt of Sin, the 95 20. 0 
Wrath of God, the Rigour and 
Corſe of the Law, and in their beit 
delivered from this preſent Evil 9 
World, Bondage to (c) Satan, and Po- 
minion (4) of Sin, from the (e) Evil of 
Atflictions, the Fear, and Sting ( / ) of 


ä 
— 


3 
—— — 2 


© John 6. 41. 2 Cor. 4. 4, 6. (a) Gal. z. * 00 
Gal. f. 4. (6) Adds 26. 18. (4) Rom. 8. 3. (e) Rom. 


. 280 Cos. a5 54 559 36, 57- 
Death, 


** — 2 — ee oe 


756 Of Chriſtian Liberty, and 


Death, the Victory of the Grave, and 


g) Everlaſting Damnation; as alſo in 


their (+) free Acceſs to God, and their 
yielding Obedience unto him, not out 


of a laviſh Fear, (z) but a Child-like 
Love, and willing Mind. 


All which were common alſo to Be- 


lievers under the Law () for the Sub- 
ſtance of them ; but under the New 
Teſtament, the Liberty of Chriſtians 
1s further enlarged in their Freedom 
from the Yoke of the Ceremonial Law, 
to which the Jewiſh Church was 1 
jected, and in greater Boldneſs of Ac- 
ceſs to the Throne of Grace, and in 


fuller Communications of the (/) Free 


Spirit of God, than Believers under the 
Law did ordinarily partake of. 
2. God alone is (m) Lord of the 


Conſcience, and hath left it free from 


the Doctrines and Commandments of 


Men (u) which are in any Thing con- 


| (8) 2 Theil: 1. 10. (5) Rom. 8. 15. (e) Luke 1. 


75. 1 John 4. 18. (4) Gal. 3. 9, 14. (7) John 7. 38, 39. 
Heb. 10. 19, 20, 21. () Jam. 4. 12. Rom. 14. 4- 
. 19. & 5. 29. 1 Cor. 7. 23. Matt. 15. 9. 


trary 
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Liberty of Conſcience. 77 | 


trary to his Word, 'or not contained in 
it. So that to belle ſuch Doctrines, 


or Obey ſuch Commands out of Con- 


ſcience, (o) is to betray true Liberty 
of Conſcience; and the Requiring of 
an (þ) implicit Faith, and abſolute and 
blind Obedience, is to deſtroy Liberty 
of Conſcience and Reaſon alſo. 

3. They who, upon Pretence of 
Chriſtian Liberty, do practice any Sin, 
or cheriſh any ſinful Luſt, as they do 


thereby pervert the main Defign of the 
Grace of the Goſpel, 


) to their own 


Deſtruction, ſo they wholly deſtroy (r) 


the End of Chriſtian Liberty ; which 


is, that, being delivered out of the 
Hands of all our Enemies, we might 
ſerve the Lord without Fear, in Holi- 


neſs and Righteouſneſs before him, all 


the Days of our Lives. 


» Shit... * 2 


400 Col: 2. 20, 22, 23. ) 1 Cor. , 2 Cor. 1. 
24. (2) Rom. 6. by 5 (r) Gal. 5. by 2 Per. 2. 18, 21. 


IE: Light of Nature ſhetwd 
that there is a God, WhO hath 


Juſt, Good, and doth Good unto all; 

and 1s therefore” to be feared, loves, 
praiſed, called upon, truſted in, and 
:ferved, with all-the Heart, and all the 
Soul (a) and with all the Might. But 
the acceptable Way of Worſhi 1pping the 
true God, is (5) inſtituted by himſelf, 
and fo. limited by his own revealed 
Will, that he may not be worſhipped 
according to the Imaginations and De- 
vices of Men, or the Suggeſtions Of Sa- 
tan, under any vifible Repreſentations, or 


the Holy Scriptures. | 


> 


@ * 10. 7. Mark 12. 33; (5) Deut. 12. 32. (c) 
Fave. 20. 4, 56. 
£86 2. Re- 


00 Rel gi 7 auh, & toe -Sobbath Dey | 


Lordſhip a and Sovereignty Over all; 18 


(c) any. other Way, not Preſcribed. in ; 4 | 


5 
1 
98 


8 
9 > 
by; 
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N 133 the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 


Of Religious Worſhih, &c. 0 
2. Religious Worſhip is to be given to 


and to him (4) alone ; not to Angels, 
Saints, or any other (e) Creatures; and 
fince the Fall, not without a (/) Mes 
diator, nor in the Mediation of up 
oy but (g) Chriſt alone. 
Prayer, with T e being 
one ſpecial Part of Natural Worthip, i 
by God required of (+) all Men. Bu 
that it may be accepted, it is to be 
made in the (7) Name of the Son, by 
the Help (+) of the Spirit, according 


to (ö) bi Will; with Underſtanding, 


Reverence, Humility, Fervency, Faith; 
Love, and Perſeverance ; and, with 
others, in a (n) known Tongue. 

4. Prayer is to be made for Things 
wind and for all Sorts of Men living, 
6 ) or that ſhall live. hereafter ; but 


(a) Mart. 4. 9, 10. John 6. 23. Matt. 28. 19. (5 
Rom. 1 25 Col. 2. 18. Rev. 19. 10 (f) John 14. 6. 
(e) 1 Tim. 2. 5. (H) Pſalm 95. 1, . Pfalm 65. 2, () 

John 14. 13, 14. (K) Rom. 8. 26. (7) 2 John's. . ” 
ha 1 Cor. "14 16, 197 (n) 77880 2. 1, 2. 2 Sam. 
1 | | „ 


Ls e 


formed in Obedience to him, with 


80 Of Regius Worſhip. 


not (o) for the Dead, nor for thoſe | 
whom it may be known, that they havs 
ſinned (p) the Sin unto Death. 
5. The () Reading of the Scriptures, 1 
Preaching, and (7) Hearing the Word 
of God, teaching and admoniſhing one, 
another in Pſalms, Hymns, and Spiritu- 
al Songs, Singing with Grace in our 
Hearts to (s) the Lord; as alſo the lie 
Adminiſtration (?) of Baptiſm, and (uv) le 
the Lord's Supper, are all Parts of Re- 
ligious Worſhip of God, to be per- 


Underſtanding, Faith, Reverence, and 
Godly Fear ; moreover, Solemn Has 
miliation, (x) with F aſtings, and 
Thankſgiving, upon (Y) ſpecial Gens 
ſions, ought to be uſed in an holy and 
religious Manner. 

6. Neither Prayer, nor any 0 
Part of religious Worſhip, is now, un- 


J. 16. Eph. 5 19 (t) Mar. 28. 19, 70. (4) 1 Cor. 15. 26. 


— — 


(o) 2 Sam. 12, 21, 22, 23. (5) t John 5. 16. (7 ) 
3. (2 Tim. 4 2. Luke 8. 18. (5) Call 


00 Efth. 4. 16. Joel 2. 12. ( 15. 1.&*, Plalm 10%. 


oo 
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"the 
oy 


bY - 


deat ot 
of * der the Goſpel, tied unto, or made 


vo 'Y more acceptable by any Place in which 


it is (⁊) performed, or towards which 
tit is directed; but God is to be wor- 
= ſhipped. every where in Spirit, and in 


Truth; as in (a) private Families () 
daily, and e in ſeeret each one by 


himſelf, ſo more ſolemnly in the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, which are not care- 


9 leſly, nor wilfully, to be (4) neglected 
® or forſaken, when God by his Word: 


or Providence calleth thereunto. 


. As it is of the Law of Nature, 


that, in general, a Proportion of Time, 
by God's Appointment be ſet apart for 
the Worſhip of God, ſo by his Word, 
in a poſitive, moral, and perpetual Com- 
mandment, binding all Men, in all A- 
ges, he hath particularly appointed one 


Day in Seven for a (e) Sabbath to be 
Z kept holy unto him, which from the 


1 OP . 


Beginning of the World, to the Reſur- 


4 F 4 oo - — 


cb. 4. 21. Mat 1. 17. 4 Tim 2. f. (As 


10. 2. (5) Mat. 6. II. Pſal. 55. 17. (c) Mat. 6. 
6, (4) Heb. 10. 25. Acts 2. 42. (e) Exod. 20. 8. 
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82 V Religious Worſhip; &c. F 
rection of Chriſt, was the laſt Day of 
the Week; and: from the Reſurre- 
Etion of Chriſt, was changed into the 7 
firſt Day of the Weck, (V) which is 
called ths! Lord's Day; and 1s to be 


continued to tlie End af the-World, E 
the Chriſtian Sabbath; the Obſervation 


of the laſt Day of che Week being 3 


. 


8. The Sabbath 18 dew kept. holy L 


unto the Lord, when Men, after a due 
Preparing of their Flearts, art ordering 
their common Affairs aforchand, do not 
only obſerve an holy (g) Reſt all the 
Day, from their own Works, Words 
and Thoughts, about their worldly Em- 
ployment and Recreations, but alſo are 
taken up the whole Time in the pub. 
ick and private Exerciſes of his Wor- 
ſhip and in the Duties ( 50. of en 


and 1 
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eile 13.5 Nan 12. 15, 23.4 e r I, 15. 
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F of Cine 
Religion, or a moral Duty only; but 
that it is brought under Divine Inſti- 
tution, it being injoined on the Churehes 
ef Chriſt to ſing 


8 
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C:H A P. XXIII. 
of Singing of Eſalms, c. 


W believe that (a Pngin « the Poa Dn 


es of "God, "holy Ordinanes 
po not 4 Part of Natural 


Pſalms, Hymns, and 
E Songs; and that the whole 
Church in Their Publick Aſſemblies fas 


well as private Chriſtians) ought to (bY 
[ fing God's Praiſes according to the beſt 
Light they have received; Moreover, it 
F was practiſed in the great Repreſentative 


Church, by (e) our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


4 with his- Diſciples, after he had inſti- 
tuted and celebrated the Sacred Ordinan- 


ce of his Holy Supper, as a commemo- 
tive T oken of Redeeming Love. 
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ea) Acts 16. 25. Eph. 5. 19. Col. 3. 16. 00 
Heb. 2. 12. . Jam. 5. 13. {c) Mat. 26. 30. Mar. 
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| and to judge himamading the Truth L Tri 
' or Falleneſs thereof. I 


which Men,eught to:{wear:;z.and there- * 


SHA FI 


NK 


3 
war 


Of Li 2/00 Dorht and Pos, © lap 

5 — 5 2 1 . N 8 \ 181611 \ 3701 4 c 1 9 
3. Ar Laut Ooh 5 is a Part of Rel. 3 
gious Worſhip, 6 4) Wherein the rant 
Peron. ſwearing in Truth, Righteous 7 ly. 
nes and Jodg ment. ſolennly Alen Sole 


by *. tk wt 


2+. The * — of God oni 15 f that by 


in it is to be uſcdl with all! Holy Fear Pla 
and Reverenec therefore to ſwear vains © 
ly,or raſbly by that, glorious and dread+ tal 
ful Name, DI νο fwear at all, by any o 
ther Thing, is;finful and toche (a ab- to 
horred; yet as in Matter of Weight and is 


Moment, for Confirmatiomof, Truth, reli 


2 d) and e1 all. — an Oath is 0 


w © - 
* - ey 
1 
_ 
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» 


(a) Exod. 20. 7.5 Neuß 10. 20. Jer. 4 4 2. (3) | —— 
20 ron. ©- 22, 23. (c) Mat. 5. 24, 37. Jam: 1 
5. 12. 09 Heb, 6. 16, 2 Cor, 1. 25, 7 te) 


1 
SS » - —_ 


£7 


.. 308 S 6 warranted 


— SERUAES? ar TSAY 


„ 


Off Lonfut Oath und Num. Ss, 


warranted by the Wotd af God; ſoa 
= lawful Oath being impoſed, (e) by law= 
ful Authority, in ſuck n Onglis 
3 10 be taken. Hin on . 


Whobever taketh ab D ij 


3 
ranted by the Word of God, ought du- 
3 185 to coflider the Weightineſs of fo 


Solemn an Act, and therein to avouch 
nothing but what he kno wet to be the 
Truth; for that by raſh, falſe, and vain 
© Oaths, the (Y Lord is prove, god 
bor them this Land mourns. 


2 4. An Oath is to be taken in. the 
33 


plain and g) common Senſe of the 


2 Words, without Equivocation, or then= 
| tal Reſervation. ***, 


N Vow, which'is not to be made 


to any Creature, but to God albne, 5) 


is to be made and performed with. all 


ö beige Care and F. aithfalnefs * 2 But 


7 Popiſh Monaſtical Vos, ( J of perpe- 


| tual fingle Life, profeſſed (4 Poverty, 


# $- \ 14 
nenn $3 4 | LS WY 
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1 Neh. 13. 25. (Lev. T9. 12. Jer. 23 107 
1 Pſal. ers. (2) Pfal. 76. TT." Gen. 28; 205 


21, 22. 83 * 7 2, 9. (4% Eph. * 
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86 - Of the Civil Magiſtrate. 
and regular Obedience, are ſo far from 


being Degrees of higher Perfection, that 
they are ſuperſtitious, (I and ſinful L 
Snares, in which no Chriſtian may in- | 


tangle himſelf, - 

I A RE 8785882877 8885 
ee A „„ 
Of the Civil Magiſtrate. 


* OD, the Supreme Lord, and 

, King of all the World, hath |? 
ordained Civil (a) Magiſtrates to be un- 
der him, over the People, for his own |? 
Glory, and the publick Good; and to 


this End hath armed them th the 
Power of the Sword, for. Defence and 


Encouragement of them that do Good, 
5 for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers., 

It is lawful for Chriſtians to ac- 
2 and execute the Office of a Mag. 
ſtrate, when called thereunto; in the 
Management whereof, as they ought 2 


"19 Mats 19. 11, (a) Rom. 13. Is 2, 37 41 
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\ eſ pecially | 1 


Of the Civil Magiſtrate. 8&' 


eſpecially to maintain () Juſtice, and 


Peace, according to the wholeſome Laws 
of each Kingdom, and Commonwealth: 
So for that end they may lawfully now 
under the New Teſtament (Cc) wage 
War upon juſt and neceſſary Occaſions. 
3. Cu Magiſtrates being ſet up by 
God, for the Ends aforeſaid, Subjection 
in all lawful Things commanded by 
them, ought to be yielded by us in the 
Lord, not only for Wrath (d) but for 
Conſcience- ſake; and we ought to make 
Supplications and Prayers for Kings, and 
all that are in Authority (e) that under 
them we may live a quiet and peaceable 
Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


* 


- 
. 
8 1 8 n ; ͤ— — 
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(0%) 2 Sam. 23. 3. Plal. 82. 3, 4. (c) Luke z. 14, 


| (, Rom. 13. 5, 6, 7. 1 Pet. 2.17. (e) 1 Tim. 2. 1, 26 
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1 Tage is to be ben one 

| Man and one Woman; (a) nei- 
| ther is it lawful for any ' Man to have 
more than one Mie, nor for any Wo- 


man to have more than one ene at 


on: lame Time. 

- Marr inge Was chives for the 
| b Help (6) of Huſband and Vie, 
(e) for the Rs of Mankind with a 
legitimate Iſſue, and for (4 ) W 
of Uncleanneſs. | 

It is lawful for ( 6) all Sorts of 
People to Marry, who are able with 
Judgment to give their Conſent ; yet it 
is the Duty of Chriſtians (f) to Marry 
in the Lord; and therefore ſuch as pro- 
feſs the true Religion, e not Marry 
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Gen. 2. 24. Mal. 2. 15. Mat. „ v Gen, 2. 
1. 28. 1 Cor. 5. 2, 9. Heb. 13. 4. 1 
Tim, 4. 13.5 5 Cor. 7. 39. 2 
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esch — Ws 
with Infidels,/{g) or Idolaters';- neither 


ſhould ſuch as are godly: be-unequally - 
yoked, by ' Marrying: with :fuch- as are 
wicked in their Life, or rin dam⸗ 
nable Hereſie. 41 ; HOKE 

Marriage mocks not to |be! within 


4. 
the Degrees of Conſanguinity (Hor At- 


finity, forbidden in the Word; nor can 


ſuch inceſtubus Marriage ever be made 
lawful, by any Law of Man or Conſent 
of Parties, (7 To ſo as thoſe: Perſons: may 


live together as Man and Wife.” Wm 
Ss # & . G ; 6 5 
EC II A 5 XXVII. + TEND 


Fg | 15 = of the Churih.. i ö 


HU E. Coalidlicle or - Univerkt . 
Church, which ( with reſpect 
to the internal Work of the Spirit and 
Truth 5 Grace) may be __—_ lwicbe. 


_— 
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5 Neh 13. FT 26; 77. b Lev, 18. lat 6. 2 61 
Cor. 5. . Ty dS Ws 


| Of the: Church. 
conſiſts of the whole (a) Number of the 
Elect, that have been, are, or ſhall be 


gathered into one, under Chriſt, the 


Head thereof; and is the Spouſe, the 
Body, the F ulneſs of Him that filleth 
All in all. 

2. All Perſons, chroagſhder theWorld; 
alofetling the Faith of the Goſpel, and 
Obedience unto God by Chriſt, accor- 
ding unto it, not deſtroying their own 
Profeſſion by any Errors everting the 
Foundation, or Unholineſs:gf Converſa- 
tion, (5) are and may be called viſible 
Saints; (e) and of ſuch ought all parti- 
cular Congregations to be conſtituted. 

The pureſt Churches under Hea- 
ven are ſubject (d) to Mixture, and Er- 
ror; and ſome have ſo degenerated as 
10 become (e) no Churches of Chriſt, 
but Synagogues of Satan; nevertheleſs 
cha e hath had, and ever bogs 
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-2 Heb. 12.23. Dol. LIL. Eph. L022, 23. nd 
chap. 5.23, 27,32. ® 1 Cor. * 2. Acts 11. 26. Rom. 
7. Eph. 1. 20, 21, 22. *1 Cor. 4. Rev. 2. and 


chap. 5 © Rev, 18. Ar 2 Theſſ. 2. 11, 12. 
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* Of rhe. Church. —_ 
” [7 hHavea () Kingdom in. this. World, to 
che End . of fach as believe in 
© him, and make Profeſſion of his Name. 
© 3} - 4. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Head 
= of the Church, in whom, by the Ap+ 
5 pointment of the Father, (2). «1 Power 
5 for the Calling, Inſtitution, Order, or 
1  Governmeat of the Church, is inveſted 
, in a ſupreme. and ſovereign Manner; 
neither can the Pope of Rome in 
=" i ſenſe be Head thereof, but is (5) that 
Antichriſt, that Man of Sin, and Son 
: Of Perdition, chat exalteth himſelf in 


the Church againſt Chriſt, and all that is 
called God; "whom the Lord ſhall de- 
oy with the Brightneſs of his Coming. 
5. In the Execution of this Power 

3 wherewith he is ſo intruſted, the Lord 
14 ee calleth, out of the World unto 
imſelf, through the Miniſtry of his 

Word, by his Spirit, (i) thoſe 3 


Mat. 2 18. Plat. 22k „ S Pal, 1162. 28. Rev 
12. 171 1 1. 18. Matth. 28. 19, 12, 20. Eph. 4. 
41, 12. h. 3 he. 3 8 10. 16. n 
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98 Of the Church: 


they may walk belere him in all the 
100 Ways 25 Obedi ence; | which he pre- 
ibeth to them in A Word. Thoſe 


together in particular Societies, or (I) 
Churches, for their mutual Edification 


lick Worſhip,” we ä of 
them in the World. 


are (n) Saints by: Calling, viſibly mani- 
leſting and evidenoing in and by their 
Profeſſion and Walking, their Obedi- 
ence unto that Call of Chriſt; and do 
Willingly conſent to walk together ac- 
cording to the Appointment of Chriſt, 
giving up themſeſves to the Lord and 
One te another, by the Will of God, 
(1) in profeſſed Sulzection to the Oct. 
nances Por" the 5 


— 2 
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+ Mat. bn. 20. I Nat. 18. 55 20. . 1. 7. 
1. Cor. 1. 2. e chap. 5. 13, 14. 2 
Cor. 9. 13. 


115 1. 6 | | 7. To 


Sen unto him, by his Father, that N 


thus called, he commandeth to walk 


and the Aue Performance of that pub- 


28. The Members oh theſe Churches 


Of whe ChardBi 


TO > eick⸗örf theſe! Churches 4 
es according to his Mindy 0 
clared in his Word, hel hath: given all 
that () Power and Authority; whieh 
is any Way need ful for theif carrying oni 
that Order in Worſhip and: Diſcipline; ü 
Which he Hatli inſtitüted for them 
obſerve, with- Commands and Rules, 
for the due ànd ri ght exerting and e 
cuting of that Powers! eg 705 04 gag 
8. A particular” Olabdch" gatlieredi 
and compleatly organized aceorditigits. 
the Mind of Chriſi, conſiſts of Officers 
and Members: And the Officers ap. 
pointed by Chriſi to be choſen and ſet 
apart by the Church (ſo called and gar 
thered) for the peculiar Adminiſtration 
of Ordinances, and Execution'of Powe, 
or 'Duty, which! he intruſts them with; 
or calls them ts; to be continued t the 
End of the World, are ( pY wen 0. 
Elders and Deacons. . 200 


— — ͤ —— 
: » Matt. 18. 175 18. 1 Cor. 5. 4,5. avith verſe 3. 
Phi . Os 7. 8 P 4 Qs 20. 17, with verſe -28, 

1. 1. 1,1 So „6 


_— of te Cl eb, 


oh. The Way appointed by Chri/? for 
ef any Perſon, fitted and 


the Calling 
gifted by the Holy Spirit, unto the Of- 
tice of Biſhop P. or Elder, in a Church, 
ts, that he be. choſen thereunto by the 
common (9 Suffrage of the Church it 
felt; and ſolemnly ſet apart by Faſting 
and Prayer, with Impoſition of Hands 
of the (0 Elderſhip of the Church, if 
there be any before conſtituted there- 
1: And of a Deacon (s) that he be cho- 
ſen by the like Suffrage, and fet apart 


by Proper, and. the, like Impoſit tion of 
Hands. 


10. The Work of Paſtors gh con- 
Rantly to attend the Service of Chriſt, 
im his Churches, in the Miniſtry of the 
Word, and Prayer, (t) with Watching 
for- «their Souls, as they that muſt give 


ari; Account to him; it is incumbent on 
the. Churches to whom they miniſter, 


not — to 2 Wen e all due b reifer 


—— am 


Ats 40 435 See the Ori inal; 1 Tim. 4. 14. Acts 
n Ae 6. 4. Heb. 13. 177 


OF the Church. 95 
(4 ) but alſo to communicate to them of 
all their good Things, according to their 
Ability, ſo as they may have a comfort 
able Supply, without being themſel 
(x); entangled in Secular Affairs; — 
may alſo be capable of. exerciſing * 
= = Hoſpitality towards others; - and; this, is 
[3 required by the ( Sz) Law of Nature; 
and by the expreſs Order of our Lord 
Jeſus, who. hath ordained, that they 
that preach. the Goſpel; ſhould tive. of 
the Goſpel... 
2911. W it e on .the 
'Z* Biſhops or Paſtors of the Churches, to 
be Inſtant in Preaching the Word, by 
Muay of Office, yet the Work of Preach; 
ing the Word is not ſo peculiarly, con- 
fined to them, but that others alſo (a) 
gifted, and fitted by the Holy Spirit 
for it, and approved, and called by the 
Church, e and 158. to Pere 
F — 2 21 
1 nz Tim. TIL AE Gal. 6. 6, 7, 2 Tim. 2. 4. Jr 


Tim. 3. 2. 1 Cor. 9 6.14. 4 13, 19. 20, 21. 
1 Pet. 4. 1 | 


9 | 12. A 


48h, 4 
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36 . Of the Obureſi 


10 72. N all Believers © ate bound to 


Join themſelves to particular Churches; 
When and where they have Opportul 
nity ſo to do; ſo all that are 3 
unto the Privileges of a Church, 
alſo (2) under the Cenſures and G6: 
vernment thereof, ' E to the 
Rule r . 
3. No Church-members; upon wy 
| Offence taken by them; having per- 
formed their Duty required af them 
towards the Perſon they are offended 
at, ought to difturb any Church Order, 
05 ablent themſelves from the Aﬀem- 
ofa any Ordinate, upon che Aecentt of 
ſuch Offenceat any of theirFellow-mem- 
bers, but to Wait upon CH, (c) in 
Further Proceeding of the Church. 
As each Church, and all the 


Meitbers of it, are bound to (Ad) pray 1 


5 continually, for the Good and Proſperi- 


14. 2 Theft. 3. . 6,1 2618 0e) Matt- 
. 18, Pſalm 


(6) i Theft.” 7 
18. ths 16, 17. Eph. 4. 2; 3: {4} Eph, 6 
ov 
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Of the G | 97 
ty of all the Churches of Chriſt, in all 


Places, and upon all Occaſions to fur- 
ther, (every one within the Bounds of 
their Places and Callings, in the Exer- - 
ciſe of their Gifts and Graces) ſo the 
Churches (when planted by the Provi- 
dence of God, ſo as they may enjoy 

Opportunity and Advantage for it) 
ought to hold (e) Communion amongſt 
themſelves, for their Peace, Increaſe of 
Love and mutual Edification. 


15. In Caſes of Difficulties or Diffe- 


rences, either in Point of Doctrine or 


Adminiſta - wherein either the 
Churches in general are concerned, or 
any one Church, in their Peace, Union, 
and Edification ; or' any Member, or. 


Members of any Church are injured, 


in or by any Proceedings in Cenſures 
not agreeable to Truth and Order: It 
18 * to the Mind of Chriſt, that 

Churches holding Communion 
together, © by their McHengery i meet 


E 1 


(e) Rom, 16, x2; 9 John 8. 95 10. my 
H to 


98 Of the Communion of Sainls. : 
to conſider, (J) and give their Advice Fer 
in or about that Matter in Difference, 

to be reported to all the Churches con- 
cerned ; howbeit theſe Meſſengers aſ- 
ſembled, are not intruſted with wy 
Church-power properly ſo called; 4 
with any Juriſdiction over the > ig I ly 
ches themſelves, to exerciſe any Cen- tua 
ſures either over any Churches, or Per- wa 
ſons ; or (g) to impoſe their Determi- |ÞF : 
nation on the Churches or Officer. _ to 


HAF. | | ge 

Of the Communion of Saints. | 

1. A LL Saints that are united to Je- : to 
ſus Chriſt their Head, by his ties 

Spirit, and Faith, although they are the 


not made thereby one Perſon with him, to 
have (a) nN in his Graces, Suf- 3 ons 


_— 4s ok b 
Acts 15. 2, 4, 6. and 22, 23, $5. £2 Cor. 1.24, 23. 
1 John 4. 1. 1 John LS John I, 16. Phil. 3. 10. 18. 
Rom. 6. 5. 6. 3. 
= : ; ferings, I 


*% we £0 


© 4 3 

ward M 
wh P 
. 


Of the Communion of Saints. 99 
Ferings, Death, Reſurrection and Glo- 
ry; and being united to one another in 
Love, they (5) have Communion in 
each others Gifts and Graces, and are 
obliged to the Performance of ſuch Du- 
ties, publick and private, in an order- 
ly Way, (c) as do conduce to their mu- 
tual Good, beth in the inward and out- 

2. Saints by Profeſſion, are bound 
to maintain an holy Fellowſhip and 
Communion in the Worſhip of God, 
and in Performing ſuch other Spiritual 
Services, (d) as tend to their mutual 
Edification ; as alſo in relieving each 
other in (e) outward Things, according 
to their ſeveral Abilities, and Neceſſi- 
ties ; which Communion, according to 


the Rule of the Goſpel, tho” eſpecially 


to be exerciſed by them, in the Relati- 


ons wherein they ſtand, whether in 


d Eph: 4. 15, 16. 1 Cor. 12. 7, 3 Con. © 21, 22, 
23, 1 Thefl. 5. 11, 14. Rom. . lll 


18. Gal. 6. 10. d Heb. 10. 24, 25. Vith Chap. 3. 12, 


13. Acts 12. 29, 30. 
H 2 Y Fa- 


100 Of Baptiſmand the Lord's Supper, 


(Families, or (g) Churches, yet as 
God offereth Opportunity, 1s to be ex- 
tended to all the Houſhold of Faith, 
even all thoſe who in every Place call 
upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus ; 


nevertheleſs their Communion one wick 
another as Saints, doth not take away, 


or () infringe the Title or Property 
which each Man hath ; in his Goods and 
Poſſeſſions. 


S e . , ITO 27 7 8 4, K 4 
EN AF XAT: 


Of Baptiſm and the Lords Supper. 
I. n and the Lord's Supper, 


are Ordinances of poſitive and 
ſovereign Inſtitution, appointed by the 
Lord Jeſus the only Law-giver, to be 
continued in his Church (a) to the End 
of the Worid, 


33332ͤ%%ʃe 
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\ Eph. For. 12. 1 27. h Acts. 5. 4. Eph. 
4. 28. Matth. 28, 1 19 20. x Cor, 11. 20. 


Theſe 


Of Babptiſn. rot 

2. Theſe holy Appointments are to 
be adminiſtred by thoſe only, who are 
ualified, and thereunto called accord- 


ing (5) to the Commiſſion of Chriſt. 


8 2828 — 838 588888 


c HAF 


Of Baptiſm. 

7. I Aptiſm is an Ordinance of the 
New Teſtament, ordained by 
Jeſus Chriſt, to be unto the Party bap- 
tized, a Sign of his Fellowſhip with 
him in his Death (a) and Reſurrection ; 
of his being engrafted into him; of ( 
Remiſſion of Sins; and of his c) giv- 
ing up unto God, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, 

to live and walk in newneſs of Life. 
2. Thoſe who do actually profeſs 
(d) Repentance towards God, Faith 
in, and Obedience to our Lord Jeſus, 


—_— A 


d Matt. 28. 19. 1 _— 4 2 Rom. 6. 3, 4s 3 
Col. 2. 12. Gal. 3. 27. d Mark 1. 4. Acts 26. 16. 


3 Rom. 6. 24. 4 Mark 16. 16. Acts 8. 37, 38. 
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102 


Of Laying on of Hands. 
are the only proper Subjects of this 
Ordination. 

. The outward Element, to be u- 
ſed in this Ordinance, (e) is Water, 
wherein the Party is to be baptized, 
in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Immerſion, or Dipping of the 


Perſon ( JV) in Water, is neceſſary to the 


due Adminiſtration of this Ordinance. 
Do 


HA PF. 
Of Laying on of Hands. 


E believe that (a) laying on of 


Hands (with Prayer) upon bapti- 
zed Believers, as ſuch, is an Ordinance 


of Chriſt, and ought to be ſubmitted: 


unto by all ſuch Perfons that are admit- 


ted to partake of the Lord's Supper z. 
and that the End of this Ordinance i is 


Matt. 28. 19, 20. with Acts 8. 38. f Matt. 3. 16. 


John 3. 23. Heb. 5. 12. and 6. 1, 2. Acts 8. 17, 
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Of the Laying on of Hands, 103 
not for the extraordinary Gifts of the 
Spirit, but for (5) a farther Reception 
of the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, or for 
the Addition of the Graces of the Spirit, 
and the Influences thereof ; to confirm, 
ſtrengthen, and comfort them in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; it being ratified and eſtabliſhed 
by the (c) extraordinary Gifts of the 
Spirit in the Primitive Times, to abide 
in the Church, as meeting together on 
the firſt Day of the Week, was As 
2. I. that being the Day of Worſhip, 
or Chriſtian Sabbath, under the Got- 
pel ; and as Preaching the Word was, 


_ AFs 10. 44. and as Baptiſm was, Mat. 
3. 16. and Prayer was, Als 4. 


31. and 


ſinging Pſalms, &c. was Acts 16. 25, 
26. ſo this of laying on of Hands was, 

Acts 8. & ch. 19, For as the whole 
Goſpel was confirmed by (d) Signs and 
Wonders, and divers Miracles and Gifts 


of the Holy Gho/t in general, fo was every 


Ordinance in like manner confirmed in 
particular. —— 4 


b Eph, 1. 13, 14. Acts 8: and 19. 6. THeb. 2. 3» 
4. 


CHAP, 


A 
* 
| 
5 


3 SD 
CHAP. XXXIL 


Of the Lord's Supper. 


HE Supper of the Lord Jeſus, 

was inſtituted by him, the 

fame Night wherein he was betrayed, 

to be obſerved in his Churches unto the 

end of the World, for the perpetual 

Remembrance, and ſhewing forth = 
Sacrifice of bainſdf ; in his Death, 

Confirmation of the Faith of Belte. 

vers in all the Benefits thereof, their 

fpiritual Nouriſhment, and Growth in 


him, their further Ingagement i in and to 


all Duties which they owe unto him; 


(5) and to be a Bond and Pledge of 


their Communion with him, and With 
17 other. 

In this Ordinance Chriſt is not 
offer ed up to his Father, nor any real 
Sacrifice made at all for Remiſhon of 
Sin, of the Quick or Dead, but only a 
Memorial of that (e) one offering up 


In 
Cn — — 


rz. 25, 20. 1 Cor: 18. 15, 17, 


. © Heb. 9. 25, 26, 28. 
of 


Of the Lord's Supper. 105 
of himſelf, by himſelf, upon the Croſs, 
once for all; and a Spiritual Oblation 
of all (d) p offible Praiſe unto God for 
the ſame. So that the Popi/h Sacrifice 
of the Maſs (as they call it) is moſt a- 
bominable, injurious to Chriſt's own 
only Sacrifice, the alone Propitiation 
for all the Sins of the Elect. 

3. The Lord Jeſus hath in this Or- 
dinance, appointed his Miniſters to 
Pray, and Bleſs the Elements of Bread 
and Wine, and thereby to ſet them a- 


part from a common to an holy o—_ 


and to take and break the Bread ; 


2 take the Cup (e) and (they commun- 


cating alſo themſelves) to give both to 
the Gunmen 

4. The Denial of the Cup to the 
People, worſhipping the Elements, the 
lifting them up, or carryup them a- 
bout for Adoration, and reſerving them 


for any pretended Religious Uſe, ( bg ) 


oY 24. Matt. 26. 26, 27. © 1 Cor. I 
23. 24, 25, 26, &c, f Matt. 26. 26, 275 28. Matt. 152 
9. Exod. 20. 4, 5. 185 
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105 Of the Lord's Supper. 


are all contrary to the Nature of this 
Ordinance, 


Chriſt. 


Ordinance, duly ſet apart to the Uſes 
ordained by Chriſt, have ſuch Relation 


to him crucified, as that truly, although |? 


in Terms uſed figuratively, they are 


ſometimes called by the Name of the |? 


Things they repreſent, to wit, the (g) 
Body and. Blood of Chriſt, 
Subſtance and Nature, they 


Wine, as they were before. 


6. The Doctrine which maintains a I 
Change of the Subſtance of Bread and 


Wine, into the Subſtance of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood 


Tranſubſtantiation) by Conſecration 


of a Prieſt, or by any other Way, is 


repugnant not to Scripture (i) alone, * 


even to common Senſe and Reaſon, 
overthroweth the ( Nature of the 


er. 11 £7. b 1 Cor. 11. 26. & Ver. 28. Ads 4 


3. 21. Luke 24. 6. . 39. * Kk 1 Cor. 11. 24, 25. 
Ordinance, 


and to the Inſtitution of 


5. The outward Elements in this : 


albeit in 
ſtill re- 
main truly and only (5) Bread and 3 


(commonly called 


Of the Lord's Supper. | Io7 
Ordinance, and hath been, and is the 
Cauſe of manifold Superſtitions, yea, of 


1 groſs Idolatries. 


7. Worthy Receivers, outwardly 
partaking of the viſible Elements in this 
Ordinance, do then alſo inwardly, by 
Faith, really and indeed, yet not car- 


nally and corporally, but ſpiritually re- 


ceive, and feed upon Chriſt crucified, 
(!) and all the Benefits of his Death; 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt being 
then not corporally or carnally, but ſpi- 
ritually preſent to the Faith of Believers 
in that Ordinance, as the Elements 
themſelves are to their outward Senſes. 
8. All ignorant and ungodly Perſons, 
as they are unfit to enjoy Communion 
(n) with Chriſt, fo are they unworthy 
of the Lord's Table, and cannot, with- 
out great Sin againſt. him, while they 
remain ſuch, partake of theſe Holy 
Myſteries (u) or be admitted there. 


— * 


cor. 10, 16. ch. 11. 23,----26. n 2 Cor. 6. 14 
35- 1 Cor. 11. 29. Matt. 7. 1 ER 
To unto ; 


= SY SS 


108 Of the State of Man after Death. 


unto : Yea, whoſoever ſhall receive 


unworthily, are guilty of the Body and 


Blood of the Lord, eating and drinking 


Judgment to themſelves. 
d e888 8828282 
CHAP. XXXIII. 


Of the State of Man after Death, and 
of the Reſurrection of the Dead. 


1. THE Bodies of Men after Death  Þ* 


return to Duſt, (2) and ſee 
Corruption; but their Souls (which 
neither die or ſleep) having an immor- 
tal Subſiſtence, immediately () return 
to God who gave them : The Souls 
of the Righteous being then made per- 


fect in Holineſs, are received into Para- 


diſe, where they are with Chriſt, and 
behold the Face of God, in Light and(c) 
Glory, waiting for the full Redemption 
of their Bodies ; and the Souls of the 


2 Gen. 3. 19. Acts 13. 36. b Eccl. 12. 7. © Luke 
23. 43. 2 Cor. 5. 1, 6, 8. Phil, 1. 23. Heb. 12. 23. 


Wicked 


288828828 


Of the State of Man after Death. 109 
Wicked are caſt into Hell, where they 
remain in Torment and utter Darkneſs, 
reſerved to (d) the Judgment of the 
Great Day; beſides theſe two Places, 
for Souls ſeparated from their Bodies, 


the Scripture acknowledgeth none. 


2. At the Laſt Day, ſuch of the 
Saints as are found alive, ſhall not ſleep, 


but be (e) changed ; and all the Dead 


ſhall be raiſed up wk the ſeif-ſame 


Bodies, and (f) none other; although 
with different (g) Qualities, which ſhall 
be united again to their Souls for ever. 
The Bodies of the Unjuſt ſhall, 
by the Power of Chriſt, be raiſed to 
diſhonour ; the Bodies of the Juſt, by 
his Spirit, unto Honour, (+) and be 


made conformable to his own glorious | 


Body. 


— 


1— 0 
— — — — 


7 Jude 6. 7. 1 Pet. 3..9, Luke 16. 2% 26 © 
Cor. 15. 51, 52. 1 Theſſ. 4. 17. * Job i, 9 
1 Cor. 15. 42, 43. Þ Acts 24. 15. John 5. 28, 29. 
Phil. z. 21, 


CHAS 


CHAP. XXXIV. 
Of the Laſt Judgment. - 
1. EL OD hath appointed a Day 


 Wherein he will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, by (a) Jeſus 
Chriſt ; to whom all Power and Judg- 
ment 1s given of the Father ; in which 
Day not only the (5) Apoſtate Angels 
{hall be judged, but likewiſe all Per- 
ſons that have lived upon the Earth, 
ſhall appear before the Tribunal of 
Chriſt, (c) to give an Account of their 
Thoughts, Words and Deeds, and to 
receive according to what they have 
done in the Body, whether Good or 
=, | | 
2. The End of God's appointing this 
Day, 1s, for the Manifeſtation of the 
Glory of his Mercy, in the Eternal Sal- 


& CH LCOMg 


3 


—— 


17. 31. John c. 22, 27; 1 Cor.'6. 3. Jude 
6. 2 Cor. 5. 10. Eccl. 12. 14. Matt 12. 36. Rom. 
14. 10, 12. Matt. 25. 32, &c. | 


vation 


I 
5 
1 85 


PPE. 4, 
1 


Of the Laſt Judgment. 111 
vation of the Elect; (4) and of his 
Juſtice, in the Eternal Damnation of 
the Reprobate, who are wicked and 
diſobedient; for then ſhall the Righ- 
teous go into Everlaſting Life, and re- 
ceive that Fulneſs of Joy and Glory, 
with Everlaſting Reward, in the Pre- 
ſence (e) of the Lord: But the Wick- 
ed who know not God, and obey not 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be caſt 
into Eternal Torments, and (f ) pu- 
niſhed with Everlaſting Deſtruction, 
from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
from the Glory of his Power. 

3. As Chriſt would have us to be 


certainly perſwaded, that there ſhall 


be a Day of Judgment, both (g) to 
deter all Men from Sin, and for the 
greater (5) Conſolation of the Godly, 
in their Adverſity, ſo will he have that 
Day unknown to Men, that they may 
ſhake off all carnal Security, and be 


4 Rom. 9. 22, 23. © Matt; 2c. 21, 34. 2 T2 © 
8. Matt. 25. 26. Mark 9. 48. 2 Theſſ. 1. 7, 8, 9, 
10. 52 Cor. 5. 10, 11. 2 Theſſ. 1. 5, 6, 7. 

always 


—— — 


8 


not at what Hour the (1) Lord will 


6•‚2 - 
always watchful, becauſe they know 


come, and may ever be prepared to 
ſay () Come, Lord Jeſus, Come quickly. 


Amen. 


"Mark 13.35, 36, 37. Luke 13, 35, 36. Rev. 


22. 20. 
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To all N 2 18 f ing © H 
Hands the; \foregoing 'Confeſ- 
Hon of F Laith, unto Which the 
ele Abſtiaet concetning 


our — Is now cee c k 


- hall come. 


f CUR 70% Aber n e Wire at: „ Phila 
. delphia, Sept. 25. 1742. taking i in- 
fo Conf deration- the. general Intereſt” 0) 

tbe Goſpel, and eſpecially the Interejs- 5 
the Churches 200 were related unto and 


did then repreſent, judged it A » 


reprint the Caontellien of Faith, 


for th by the Elders and Brethren of _ 
bogs 45 7 100 Congregations, baptiſed upon 


Proj an of ag in England & Wales, 
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The Afeciation 22 1 be 2 


proper: to annex an Abſtradt, er brief 


Treatiſe concerning our Diſcipline, but 
not having (for fame Reaſtns) fixed on 
any particular. Piece extant; they left it 
to Mr, Jenkin Jones and a: fo pre- 
pare a ſhort Narrative, inthe moſt com- 
pendious Manner <we could ; but Mr, 
Jones, by reaſon of his other Avacations, 

not being able to prepare eny thing in due 
Time, requeſted me to take it upon fe If, 
which, after we had conſulted on ſome 
Particulars (tho many other Things at 
rhis Fundture requiring my Time and 
employing my Thoughts, I could wiſh ſome 


other Perſon had undertaken ) T accepted. 


that I might prevent any Diſappoint- 


ment, and have endeavoureed to perform. 
as my ſmall Leiſure would permit. And 


We "— a ſmall Tra# publiſhed by 
Mr. 
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) 
Mr. Elias Keach, and having alſo found 
a, Manuſerept ft by my Brotber Abel 
Morgan, deceaſed, 1 he intended 
(bad Fe longer lived): to have reviſed: and 
put in Print for the Benefit-of. our Chute 
ches; TI have tranſcribed ſome Things 


1 out of faid Manuſcripty aud fome other 


Things out of Mr, Keach, fome Things 
withcut Variation, and Jome Things — 
Variation ; beſides = T have in ſome 
Caſes conſulted Dr. Owen and Dr, 

Goodwin, and in ſome Things I have 
allowed the Agreement that our Aſſcct- 
ation came t0 ſome Years ago, efoccially 
concerning the Hdmiſſion and Dijmiſſion 
of Members. T have endeavoured to in- 
clude the mrft-material Things in Diſci= 
pline (tho very bey) in the feiw fol- 
lowing Pages; and I defire the Reader 
may be plenfed"to take the pains to peruſe 
the Scriptures. referred to in every Par- 
ticular, that the Ground: FM our Prac- 


Lice may be better ungerſto:d. 
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by 6 orderly”. Diſcipline: among a 
: i chende Aſſembly, they muſt 
—＋ orderly. conſtituted i intQ::Ac — 
State, according 20 on Inſtitution 
Ch iſt in the Go Sri also! 
wh A viſible Soba I Church i is made 
by gathering divers lect; mar — 
Je eſus Chriſt, in a Spiritual Ra = 


LY 


8 A fort Treatiſe 

Relation to him as their W Head, 
Fark. 34. II, 2 7. beſſ. 2 . kinfels 
being the great Shepherd. that firſt 
ſeeks them, and Prepares them by the 
Work of renewing Grace, for {ich 
ſpiritual Building. 

2. Chrit: as: the Mediator of the 
new Covenant, ordereth ihe everlaſting 
Goſpel to be preached, and accom pa- 
nying it with his holy Spirit, bleſſech 
Te he turning of Men from Darkneſs 
iS 8 V art ing Faith and Love in 


33 . 


m. Eb, 2. 2 As 26. 


| 19 Wha. Sinners are thus 8 
upon effectus Ry: to ſuch a ſuitable 
7 umber, as may be an eflential Church, 
6, fo many as ma 7 act properly and 
Fele as a Church, Math, 18. 15. — 
17. 4 then it will be proper for them 
by their mutual Conſent; to propoſe to 
be conftitated a Church, or that others 
ſeeing the Expediency thereof may 
ne the fame. Hd 11. 
For the Accompliſhment of ſo 


glorious a Work, it is neceſſary that g 


a0 Day 7 
by 8 
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of Chureh-Diſcipline. 9 
Day of Faſting and Prayer be appointed 
by and among; ſuch Believers, and that 
ſuch procurezſueh: neighbouring Helps, 
as they can, eſpecially of the inne 
AGES. 14. %% The. 3. 2. f 
"The Perſons berg firſt orderly 
Baptiſed; according to the Command 
of Chriit in Math. 28. 19. and being 
all ſatisfied, of the Graces and Qualifica- 
tions of each other, and being, willing 
in the Fear of God to take the Laws 
af Chriſt upon them, and do by one 
mutual Conſent give up themſelves to 
the Lord, and to one another in the 
Lord, 2 Cor. 8. 51 ſolemaly ſabmitting 
to the 3 of Chriſt in His; 
Church, and being united, they are to 
be declared a Goſpel- Churchꝭ vf Jeſus 
Chriſt, Phil. a. 3. 4. Nat., 185 7 
Chap. 12. I. Ads . 414 11 b 
6. A Number of Belioveractius' * 
ted under Chriſt their. myſtical Head, 
are become a Chureh eſſential ; and as, 


5 ſuch is the firſt and propet Subject of. 


the Keys, and have Power and Privi- 
Ne lege 


e 
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N 
> as 


kdge to Wien themſelves, and te 
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"Concerning Mini dhe, G. 
1 . 8 ee n 0 to 
oo K U R ©: H this: dete, 
1 180 not yet compleatesd, while want 
zeng ſuch miniſtefiel Helps, as Chriſt 
hath appented for its Groth and well 
being; afd Wanting Eldets and Deacotis! 
eo! offbistefarneng hen Men, they? 
muſt be chat are qualified for the Work; 
their Valifchtions te plainfy and fully 
= deve in holy. Bctipture, 1 Jm. 3. 
CET 1 Gl ell which wu 
be found Aber Ab (eme good Degree, 
and it ische Duty of che Church to try 
the Perſons, by the Rule of the Word. 
05. Hon. But What thall a Church 
do, in caſe they ch have none among 
them fit to bear Office Pn to > (ny 5 
Rule of the Word? wéi 


of Church-Diſcipline. 11 
Anſev. (T.) That to expect to have 

. Officers perfect in the higheſt Degrees 
of thoſe Qualifications, -; were to expect 
apoſtolical and extraordinary ceaſed 
Gifts in ordinary Times: (2.) If none 
among the Members of a Church be 
found fit in ſome Meaſure for the Mi- 


niſtry, a neighbouring Church may and 
* 1 if pofſibſe, to ſupply them, Cant. 


(3.) Let ſuch as they have, if 
os have any that ſeem hopeful, be a 
while upon Tryal; and the Perſon that 
the Lord ſhall; chuſe, will: flouriſh in 
ſome good Meaſure with Harow 8 Rod 


among the Rods of the Tribes. 


2 A Church be, 
niſterial Helps, may, after mature and 


often deliberate Conſultation, and ſeri- 


ous Prayers to God, pitch upon ſome 


| Perſon or Perſons in particular, giving 


him or them a ſolemn Invitation to the 
Work of the Miniſtry upon Try al; and 


8 7 jf ſuch accept of the Church's Call, let 
ſuch be upon Tryal, to ſee if fuch ihe 


God, make Godlinefs their Buſine 
and 


12 A ſbort Treatiſe © 
and be addicted to the Work of the | 
Miniſtry, ſeeking to further the Inte- 
teſt of Chriſt, and the Edification of His 
People 3 in ſound and wholeſome Doc= 
trine ; and to ſee if any Vices or Im- 
morality appear in their gn <6 I 
Cor. 16. Phil. 2. 20, 21. Read the 
valifications in 1 Tim. 3. And in caſe 

a Church ſhould call a Perſon to be 
their Miniſter, who-is a Member of 
ſome Siſter-Church, and he accept their 
Cal! to be their Miniſter, he muſt in 
the firſt Place give himſelf a Member 
with the Church fo calling him, that 
ſo they may chuſe him among them⸗ 

ſelves, as Acts 6. 

Alfter having taken all due Care t0 
chaſe One for the Work of the Minif- 
try, they are, by and with the un- 
animous Conſent or Suffrage of the 
Church, to proceed to his Ordination; 
which is a ſolemn Setting- apart of ſuch 
a Perſon for the facred Function (in this 
wiſe) By ſetting apart a Day, of Faſting 
wars * Aecls 13. 2, 3. the whole 
Church 
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of Church-Diſcipline. 13 
Church being preſent, he is to have the 
Hands of the Preſbytery of that Church 
(or of neighbouring Elders called and 
authorized by that Church) whereof 
ſich a Perſon is a Member, ſolemnly 
111d upon] him, 1 Tim, 5. 22. Tit 1. 5. 
Fs 14. 23. I Tim. 4. 14. and thus 


ſuch a B 15 to be recommended in- 


to the Work of the Lord, and to take 
particular Care of the F lock of whom 
he is thus choſen, Ads 201 23. 

4. The Miniſter being thus put upon 
his Work, proceeds 61) to preach 
the Word of God unto them, thereby 
to feed the Flock, and cherein ought to 
de faichful and laborious, ſtudying to 
ſhow himſelf a Workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth, 2 Tim. 2. IF. as he is a 
Steward of God in the Myte: is of the 
Goſpel, 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. and therefore 
ought to bea Man al good U aderſtand- | 
ing and Experience, beine ſound in the 
Faith, not a N Ovice, or a dbuble-minded 
unſtable Man, nor ſochasis licht-ſpiritec 


14 A Sor. N 


or of a ſhallow Underſtanding, but one 
that is Learned in the Myſteries of the 
Kingdom, becauſe he is to feed the 


People with Knowledge and Underſtan= Þ 
ding, Jer. 3. 15. he muſt be faithful“ 


in declaring the whole Counſel of God, 
As 20. 20. heis to inſtruct them in 
all practical Godlinets, Laying before 
them their manifold Duties, and to 
urge them upon their Conſciences, Tit. 
2. 1— 15. 1 Jim. 4. 6. (2) he muſt 
watch over them, as one that muſt give 
an Account to God, Heb. 13. 17. ſuch 
muſt have an Eye upon every Member 
to ſee how they behave in the Houſe 
| of God, where the Preſence of the Lotd 
is more eminently, and where alſo the 
Angels do always attend; and alſo 
their Behaviour in the F. lies they 
belong to, 
abr . According to their Capacities, 


they are not to fleep under their Charge. 


(3) He is to vifit his Flock, to know 


their State, in order to ber ſuitable 


doctrinal Relief unto * and that hs 3 
_ may 


and their Converſation Þ 


5 2 
wed 


of Church-Diſcipline. 15 


may know what Diſorders there may be 


amongſt them, that the Unruly may be 


* BY reproved, Pro. 27. 23. 1 The. 5. 14, 
15. (4) He is to adminiſter all the 
Ordinances of Chriſt amongſt them: 
as Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, and 
herein he muſt be careful to follow the 
primitive Pattern, thereby to hold forth © 
the great End, wherefore they were 
ordained. (5) He muſt be inſtant 
with God, in his Prayers for and with 
them, as Opportunity may ſerve. 
2 (6) He muſt ſhow them a good Ex- 
2 ample in all Reſpects, in Converſation, 
Sobriety, Charity, Faith and Purity, 
1 Tim. 4. 12. behaving himſelf impar- 
tial unto all, not preferring the Rich 
before the Poor, nor lording it over God's 
Heritage, nor aſſume greater Power 
than God hath given him, James 2. 4. 
: I Tim; 5. . 1 Pet. 5. 3 5+ | 
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Of Rulin 74 Elder, 


ULING Flders are ſuch Per- 
> ſons as are endued with Giſts, to 
_ afliſt the Paſtor or Teacher in the Got 


vernment of the Church; it was as a 


_ in Iſrael, Exod. 18. Deut. 1. 


The Works of Teaching and Ru- 
lin ins belong both to the Paſtor ; but in 
cafe he be unable; or the Work of Ru- 


ling too great for him, God hath provi- 
ded ſuch for his Aſſiſtance, and they 
are called Ruling Elders, 1 Tim. 5. 17. 
Helps, 1 Cor. 12. 28. Governments, 
or he that ruleth, Rom. 1 2. 8. They are 
qualified for, and called v unto, one Part 


of the Work : And Experience teacheth 
us the Uſe and Benefit of ſuch Rulers 


in the Church, in eaſing the Paſtor or 
Teacher, and keeping up the Honour 
of the Miniſtry. Their Qualifications 
are 5 fuch as are requiſite to Rule, as 
— 71 Knowledge, 
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of Church Diſcipline. 29 
Knowledge, Judgment, Prudence, Ge. 
and as to the Manner of their Ordina- 
tion, it is like Ordination unto other 
Offices in the Church, with Faſting and 
Prayer, with Impoſition of Hands. 
Their Office only relateth to Rule 
and Order, in the Church of God, and 
doth not include Teaching; yet if the 
Church findeth they have Gifts and A- 
bilities to be iel in Teaching, they 
may be put upon Tryal, and if approyed, 
they may be called and ſolemnly ſet 
apart by Ordination, it being wholly a 
diſtinct Office from the former, ni 


was only to rule well, and not to labour 
in Word and Doctrine, 


223223: bb 
Of Deacons. 


E A CONS are Men called 

forth by the Church, to ſerve in 

the outward Concerns thereof; whoſe 
Office is to ſerve Tables. Acls Ga. 

they are to be entruſted with the Stock 

K 2 of 


18 Short Treatiſe 


of the Church, out of which Stock 
they are to aſſiſt the poor Members of 
the Church, and to provide Bread and 
Wine for the Lord's Table, and alſo to 


have Regard to the Miniſter's Table; 


and moreover they ſhould ſee that all | 


the Members of the Church do con- 
tribute towards the proper Uſes of the 
Church, (that therefrom all neceſſary 
Occaſions may be ſupplied,) as God 
hath given them, they to the Poor, fo 
that none be neglected, r:Cort6: 2: 
by the faithful Dilcharge of which Office 
they ſhall purchaſe to themſelves a 
good Degree and great Boldneſs in the 
Faith, 1 Tim. 3 13. The Qualifications 
of theſe Officers are laid down 1 Jim. 
3. E—1J, Ads 6. 2—8. 
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of the Ani ſin of Chireh Members, 


1 HE Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath Sid it 
ted the Uſe TY Power of the Keys, 


in 


3 
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„/ Church Diſcipline. 19 
in Matters of Government, to every 
viſible congregational Church, to be 
uſed, according to the Rules and Dis 


rections that he hath given in his Word, 


in his Name and to his Glory: The 
Keys are the Power of Chriſt, Which 
he hath given to every particular Con- 


gregation, to open and ſhut itſelf. hy 
and to do all Things in order to the 


great Things propoſed, viz. his Glory 
and his Peoples ſpiritual Benefit, in Peace 
and Purity, Ja. g. 7. Chap. 22. 2%; 
Revel. 3. 7. Hebr. 3. 6. Epb. 2. 19— 
22. Math. 16. 19. Jobn 20. 23. 
By Virtue of the Charter and Power 


aforeſaid, which Chriſt hath given to his 


Churchy his ſpiritual Corporation, they 
are enabled to receive Members. in, 
and to exclude unworthy Members as 
Occaſion may require, as may appear 
by divers Examples, Rom. 14. 1 Ads 
2. 41. 1 Cor. 5.4, 5. Mat. 18. 18. 
2 The. 2 6, 14. „ 

In this Caſe, a Church hath to do, 


either with Nonmembers, or thoſe that 
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alone is Salvation hope 


20 ort Treatiſe 
are Members of other Churches; as ts 
Nonmembers propoſing for Admiſſion 
into the Church, the Paſtor, Teacher 
andiBlders of the Church are to be ac- 
quainted therewith, and the Body of 
the Church alſo, in order that the 8 
know the Intent of ſuch Perſon or : Pers 
ſons. A convenient Meeting is neceſſa- 
When the Church is come' together, 
and the Perſon propoſing being preſent, 


after Prayer to God for Direction, 


the Miniſter or Paſtor of the Church, 
is to put ſeveral Queſtions to the Per- 
ſon propoſing. (1) Concerning the 
Ground and Reaſon of his Hope, 1 Pet. 


3. 15. wherein is to be enquired, what 


Experience he hath of the : manifold 
Graces of the holy Spirit, working in 
him Repentance from dead Works as 
Alls 2. 38. Heb. 6. 2. and Faith to- 
wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in whom 


for without” there be 
in the Judgment 


21. Philem. 5. 


Tome good Grounds, 


| of Charity, that ſuch an one is a new 


A - _— 2 - — - — — 


Creature, 


d for, As 20. 


8 


of Church-Diſcipline. 2 
Creature, the Door of Admiſſion is not 
to be opened, for that would be Abuſing 
the Privileges of the Houſe of God. 
Therefore all due and regular Care, is 
to be taken, Pſal. 66. 16. Alls . 27. 

Secondly. What competency of 
es in the principal Doctrines 
of Faith and Order, ſuch hath acqui- 
red, 1 Tim: 2. 4—6. whether ſuch Per- 
ſon be well inſtructed in the Knowledge 

of God, in his glorious Attributes, in 

the Doctrine of the Trinity, or one 
God in three Perſons, the Perſon, 

Natures and: Offices of Chriſt; the Na- 
ture of the Law; of, original Sin; ol 
the Pollution of Man, by Reaſon of Sin, 
and loſt and undone [Eſtate thereby, 
and of his being a Child of Wrath by 
Nature; of the Nature of the Redemp- 
tion wrought by Chriſt, his Sufficiency 
to ſatisfie Divine juſtice; of the Recon- 
ciliation of Sinners to God, by the 
Death of his Son; of our Sins being 
imputed to Chriſt, and his Righteouſ- 
neſs imputed to us for Juſtification, 
| K 4 | being 
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Men, and of the Eternal Ji 
of ſ ch 
to per ſevere in the Profeſſion of theſe 
Truths unto the End. 
are needful to be enquired into, by 
Reaſon that too many in our Day do 
build their Converſion upon their Con- 


_ Goſpel. 
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1 hors Treatiſe 
being n. received by Faith alone; of the 


Reſurrection of Chriſt's Body, and his 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
coming thence the ſecond T. ime, to 


and of Bis 


Judge the Quick and the Dead; and of 
the Reſurrection of the dead Bodies of 
ud>ment:; and 
propoſing Perſon's Rifphtion 


victions, and ſome General Notions 


of the Chriſtian Religion, when indeed 


they are utter Strangers unto, and very 


ignorant of the great Myſteries of the 
Yet great Care is to be taken 
that the Weak be not diſcouraged, for 


the ſmoaking Flix is not to be quench- 


ed, nor the b:uifed Reed to be broken, 
but ſuch ignorant Perſons are to be 


taught by gemle Inſtructions, and 
Me.ns 0 gh: to be uſed for ir Fur- 
therance in che Knowlege of divine 

—_ + 5 T ruths, 


Such Things 
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Truths, Matb. 28. 19. and 2 


there is the Beginnings of true and ſa- 
ving Grace in che Heart, ſuch will with 


a ſpiritual Appetite, receive the ſincere 
Milk of the Word, that they may grow 
thereby, I Pet. 2. 2. and a Chureh 
ought to be careful not to reject thoſe, 
whom they judge to have the leaſt De- 
gree of the Work of ſaving Grace, 
wrought in them, Rom. 14. 1. 
Thirdh, Enquiry muit be made 
whether ſuch a Perſon's Life and Con- 
verſation is anſwerable to ſuch a Pro- 
feſſion, that he be likely to adorn the 
Goſpel with a holy Converiation; Jit. 
2. 11—15. Chap. 3. 8. This regular 
Carefulneſs is an iodilpenüible Duty: of 
all regular Churches, to uſe in the Ad- 


miſſion of Members; and tho' all due 


Care be uſed, yet Nene unſound and 
rotten Fratellis will creep in unawares, 
and have nn into the pureſt Churches, 
Jude ver. 4. 1 John 2. 19. 48s 5. 


 Aﬀts 20. _ 20. Galat; 2. 4. and the 
fallibility ef Churches in this Matter, is 


not 


24. A fort Treatiſe 
not to be urged, as an Argument ot 
Ground to neglect the Duty incumbent 
on the Churches, according to the Rule 
of the Word. HJ 
And after ſuch Examination, the 
Queſtion is to be put to the Church, 
.-whether they are all ſatisfied with the 
- Party's Confeſſion and Converſation; 


tive, then the Paſtor or Miniſter is to 
if he be willingly reſolved (as God 


Zubjection to the Commands and In- 


that Church in particular, Rom. 12. 1. 


2 ds oa >. 


and if the Anſwer be in the Affirma- 
proceed, to aſk the Party propoſing, Þ 
ſhall give Ability) to walk in a profeſtedÞ 


ſtitutions of Chriſt revealed in the Goſ. 
pel, and to give himſelf a Member. off 


_ - "Chap. 1 5. 7, 8, 9. 2 Cor. 8. 5 and to 

. continue in the Communion , Faith, 
and Order thereof, according tothe Gol-F 
pel- Rules and Directions, and after the 
Perſon is baptiſed according to the In- 
ſtitution and Command of Chriſt, and 
come under the Impoſition of the Hand 
of the Elders of the Church, according 
= . eee 
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of Church-Diſe pline. 25 
otto the Practice of the Apoſtles, AGs'8. 
14 —17. Hebr. G. 2. the Paſtor, Mi- 
niſter or Elders; as preſiding in the Acts 
of the Church's Power, do receive ſuch 
an one into the Communion and Fel- 
lowſhip of that Church in particular. 
But if the Church is not ſatisfied with 
the Perſon's Confeſſion or Converſati- 
on, it is proper (if the Objections be of 
any Weight to defer the Partys Ad- 
miſſion untill a more ample Satisfacton 
can be given, that all, if poſſible, may 
receive ſuch with Freedom in Love, 
and fo as to diſcharge all Goſpel Duties 
towards him, as may promote his Edi- 
fication in the Faith and his Increaſe in 
1. Grace, 2 Cor. 1. 24. Cha. 10. 8. 
% And concerning thoſe that are Mem- 
ih, bers of Siſter Churches, their Admiſſion 

is either tranſient and occaſional Ad- 
miſſion; or when any Perſon is diſmiſ- 
ſed wholly from one Church, and 
tranſmitted or recommended to another 
Church of the ſame Faith, Order and 
Practice. (1) Such as are and continue 
N o 
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original Relation of particular Mem- 


26 Ii dert Nane 

Members of other regular Churches, 
may (where they are well known) be Pre 
admitted into tranſient Communion, the 
without a Letter of Recommendation app 
from the Church they belong unto: def 
But from thoſe that a Church hathnoÞ7 
Knowledge of, a teſtimonial Letter h 
neceſſary, that a Church may not be giv 
impoſed on by any looſe or diſorderly Þ Ch 
Perſons. (2) Thoſe whoſe Reſidence it a 
is removed, or Place of Abode is more the 
convenient to be with another Congre- par 
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gation than that of which they are Mem- Ga 
bers, are, upon their Requeſt made to wh 
the Church whereof ſuch are Members, ons 


to be diſmiſſed, and to have a Letter dea 


from that Church they were Members of, ſus 


fubſcribed by the Officers and Members, Co: 


and directed to the Church that the En 


Perſon is diſmiſſed unto; whereby the 
Party is diſcharged from his or her 


berſhip to that Church, and is transfer- 
red to the conſtant Communion, Watch, 
and Care of the other Church : Such 

Perſons i 


br 
os Or 
Aa i Et > 
r 


K Propoſal, according to the Credentials 


apply unto, hath a ſpecial Reaſon to 
defer or refuſe, = | | 


W Gal. 1. 2. 1 Cor. 16. 1. PHH 


1 ons of Men profeſſing Repentance from 
dead Works, and Faith in our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and incorporated by mutual 


End is to glorifie God by Obedience to 
his revealed Will, and to their own E- 

dification in the Faith, and the Good of 
others; ſo it is the Duty of Believers to 


ſhip, in ſuch a particular Church as ſhall 
appear by the Word of God to be Or- 


of Church-Diſcipline. 25 
Perſons are to be received upon their 
they bring; except the Church they 

As it appears to be the Practice of 
Believers, in the Primitive Times, to 
give themſelves Members of particular 
Churches, Acls 2. 41. Chap. 5.13, 14. 
it appears alſo that in the Apoſtles Days, 
there were many diſtinct and diſtant 
particular Churches, as 1 Cor. 1. 2. 


which Churches are ſeveral Corporati- 


Conſent (as before mentioned) whoſe 


give themſelves in particular Member- 


thodox 
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dox in the fundamental Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and to practice ac- 


cording to the Mind of Chriſt declared 


in the New Teſtament, in all Goſpel 2 


Inſtitutions and Worſhip, 


From which Conſiderations, it ap- 


pears the reaſonable Duty of every Belie. 


ver to give himſelf a Member to ſuch an] 
orderly Church, as is moſt conveniently Þ 
ſituated (that is, meeting nigheſt the] 
Place of his or her Reſidence) for which 


there are theſe apparent Reaſons. (1) 


For Men to give themſelves Members 
of a diſtant Church, when another of Þ 
the fame Faith and Goſpel-Order is 
to put 

himſelf under a Neceſſity of neglecting : 
the ordinary appointed Meetings of 


nigher, is for ſuch a Perſon, 


that Church, whereof he is Member, 


and whoredf the Particular Charge f 


given, Heb. 10. 25. that he might at- 


tend and wait in the Uſe of God's ap- 


pointed Means, for his Edification by 


een 


of that Church. (2) | 
26570 — himſelf under a wilful Ne- Be : 
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ceſſity to neglect his Duty of Care o- 


ver, and conſtant Communion with his 
2 fellow Members, and wilfully deprives 
himſelf of their Care over him, Advice, 

chriſtian Converſing, and bretherly 


loving Inſtructions and Counſels, that by 


the Bleſſing of God might increaſe his 


Knowlege, Grace and Comfort. (3) 
Such cannot be aſſiſtant to the Church 
in Diſcipline, Contribution, and the 


like Duties, nor cannot be taken. Care 
of, and be aſſiſted (without much un- 
neceſſary Trouble) 


by the Church, in 
caſe of Need, (4) Such a Practice 
tends directly to the Confuſion of 


1 Churches, and all Church Order, and 
ſuits well with the Humour of noiſy, 
Ufkeleſs, looſe, or covetous niggardly 
Perſons. 


Church cannot find what uſeful Talents 


(5) It is a way that the 


ſuch Perſons may have, to the Benefit 


of the Body of the Church. (6) It is 
caſting great Contempt upon the nearer 


Church, in her Miniſtry and Order, 
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And here it is further to be conſidered, 
that as it is expedient for Perſons to give 
themſelves Members of ſuch regular Þ 

Churches, with which they may keep Þ 
the moſt intimate Fellowſhip and Com- 
munion in all the Parts of Religious 
Worſhip. So it is highly reaſonable 
that they, that are Members of ſuch re- 
gular Churches, where the Word is 
purely preached, the Ordinances of the 
_ Goſpel duly adminiſtred, and Goſpel 
Diſcipline is 1mpartially practiſed ; 
ſhould continue their Memberſhip with 
ſuch Chuch; altho' there be Weakneſs, 
Imperfection and Frailty, in the particu- 
lar practical Acts thereof; which while 
the Affairs of the Church are managed 
by Men, even their holy Things will 
have Iniquity as of old, Exod. 28. 38. 
it 1s thefore unreaſonable to diſmiſs.any 
Member, from a Church that is near to 
any one's Refidence, to a Church more 
remote, upon Diſguſt taken at the ma- 
nagement of ſome particular Caſe, 
wherewith ſuch is not well pleaſed, _ 
art er 
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for ſuch Cauſe demands Diſmiſſion; and 


of Church Diſcipline. 31 
it is unreaſonable alſo to grant a Diſmiſfi- 
on to ſuch a Member, who ſhould de- 
mand a Diſmiſſion in N Man- 
ner, without giving a Reaſon. for ſuch 
a Demand ; in either of which Caſes, 
ſuch a Diſmiſſion i 13 not to be granted. 
(1) Becauſe by fo doing the greateſt 


Confuſion would he introduced: For 


one Member would thus be diſmiſſed 


to one diſtant Church, and another to 
another diſtant Church, and the other. 
Churches doing the like, it can end in 
nothing leſs than the Confuſion of every 
Church. (2) The ſame Liberty that 
Members have, Paſtors, Minſters, ru- 
ling Elders, and Deacons have alſo, 
whereby any Church may diſmiſs her 
Members until ſhe is unable to maintain 


Worthip and Communion : For thoſe 


that reſide near, are become Members of 
a remote Body, and ſo unconcern'd; and 
thoſe that are Members live remote and 
ſo under an impoſſibility to occupy their 
(3) This in the Tendency of 
it, 
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32 5 
it, is to remove the Bounds of Churches, 


A Short Treatiſe 


which is to conſiſt of ſuch Members, 
as can, with the utmoſt Conveniency, 


meet together in one Place, for both 


Worſhipand Government, r. 11. 20. 
Chap. 14. 32. (4) This hath a Tenden- 


ey to alter the Conſtitution of particular 


Churches, from being congregational 
Eorporations, into the national or univer- 


Ml Notion of the Church; which uni- 


verſal Church we believe to be the my- 
ſtical Body of Jeſus Chriſt, which as 
ſuch 1s not the Seat of inſtituted Wor- 
ſhip and Ordinances. Alſo it is not rea- 


nabe to diſmiſs to the World at large, 
nor to diſmiſs a Member to a Church, 
with which the Church diſmiſſing, can 


not hold Communion. 
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of the Duties of Churchs Members, 
T H E Members of Churches, owe 
5 all their Duties in a Way of Obe- 
dience to the Will of God revealed in 
his Word; and their Duties are to be 
performed; in Love to our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, John 14: 15. who is the great 
4 Prophet; Prieſt and King of his Church, 
© which he hath purchaſed*with his own 
EZ Blood, Acts 20: 28. Rev. 1:5: 2 Cor. 5. 1 5. 
unto whom all Power in Heaven and 
Earth is given; Math. 28. 18. and is 
h, therefore our Lord and Lawgiver, hai. 
33. 22. who alone is Head of his 
Church; Epbeſ. 1. 22: his Perſon is to 
be honoured, and all his Commands 
are to be obſerved, Heb. i. 2: Jobn 5. 
23. all Worſhip is to be aſcribed unto 
him, as God bleſſed for ever; Rom. g. 
F. all Church Members, therefore, are 
under the ſtricteſt Obligations to do 
and obſerve whatſoever Chriſt enjoyn- 
4 5 L 4 thy 


34 A ſhort Treatiſe + 
eth on them, as mutual Duties towards 
one another. 5 

The Officers of the Church, when 
Chriſt hath appointed, are to 'be reſ- 
pected. (1) The Deacons of the Church 
(tho' they officiate but in the outward 
Concerns of the Church, as in the Secti- 
on. about Deacons is noted) if they 
are faithful, do purchaſe unto them- 
felves a good Degree, 1 Tim. 3. 13. 
are therefore to be reſpected. (2) 
Ruling ElderFallo are to be reſpected, 
ſeeing they are fitted of God, and cal- 
led by the Church to go before the 
Church, or to preſide in Acts of Go- 
vernment and Rule, 1 Tim. 5. 17. 
(3) Miniſters, who are the Stewards 
of the Myſteries of the Goſpel, are in 
an eminent Manner to be regarded, as 
being the Ambaſſadors of Peace, 2 Cor. 
5. 20. tho' they are not to hunt for it, as 
the Pharifees of old, Math 23. 5. 6, 
7. The Duties of Church Members, to- 

wards their Elders, Teachers, Miniſters 
and Paſtors, may. be included in their 


(1) pray- 
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of Church-Diſcipline. 35 
{1) praying for them, that God would 
open a Door of Utterance unto them), 
to unfold the Myſteries, Eph. 6. 18, 
19, 20. (2) To obey them in the Lord, 
in whatſoever they 2dmoniſh them, 
according to the Word of God, Heb. 
13.17, 24, (3) In following their 
Example and Footſteps, as far as wars 
ranted by the Word, 1 Cor. 4. 16. 
Chap. 11. I. ' Phil. 3. 17. Heb. 13. 1 


g 4) In ſtanding by them, in all their 


Tryals and Afflictions, and! defending 
them 1n all poodCauſes, as far as in them 
lies; in 2 Tim. 1. 1 f. thoſe of Afia are 
blamed, for turningaway, or not ſtand- 
ing by the Apoſtle. (5) Ininotexpo- 
fing their Perſons for their Infirmities, 

as far as may be, conſidering. the Proſ- 
perity of the Goſpel much depends of 
their good Report, Acts 23. 5. (6) 
In contributing towards their Mainte- 
nance, that they may attend wholly on 
'T eaching and give themſelves to the 


Viniſtry of _ Word and to Prayer, 
07 E 


% 


36 A ſport Treatiſe 
Acts 6. 4. the Reaſon thereof is evident; 
by a threefold Law. (1 * The 1 ; In 
of Nature, from whence the 5 2 | be 
argucs, I Cor. Oe; Joel i (2.) 2: $ 


Levitical Law, 1 Cor. 9.13. (3) = 28 
Goſpel enjoyneth and requireth the Þ 
ſame, Gal, 6, 6. 1 Cor. 9. 14. Let be 
theſe above-cited Places of Scripture; of 
be conſidered, with many other of like Er 
Importance; and the Nature and Ten- ta] 
dency of the Work of the Miniſtry be in 
well weighed, and it will be clear that V 
it is a Duty required of God himſelf; all 
and that not in a Way of Alms, as to to 
the Poor, which is * ſtanding Or- de 
dinance af Chriſt, but is to be perform- an 
ed in Love to Chriſt, and Obedience to 20 
his Laws, in order to ſupport and carry D 
the Intereſt of the Goſpel. Yet this is M 
not to be given to any one that may pre- tt 
tend to be a Miniſter, or thruſt him- la 
{elf upon a Church, or to ſuch as run Al 
withouta Miſſion fer filthy Lucres fake; : 


but Churches. ought to take a ſpecial 2 
Exe who to al forth to the Work of 
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the Miniſtry, according to the Rule of 


Inſtruction given by Inſpiration of God, 
be they learned or unlearned as to hu- 
man pas be they Rich or Poor, 


as to worldly Wealth. 


The Liberality of the People (if they 


be able) ſhould ſurmount the Neceſſity 
of the Miniſter, ſo as that he may ex- 
erciſe thoſe Acts of Love and Hoſpi- 


tality, as is required of ſuch, that there- 
in he may be exemplary in good 
Works, &c. Moreover it is a Duty on 


all thoſe that attend on their Miniſtry, 


þ aſſiſt herein, Gal. 6. 6. and as People 


do ſow, ſo ſhall they reap, Gal. 6. 


and 8, vide Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 


26. F. 10. When People neglect their 
Puty 


towards their Miniſters, ſuch 
Miniſters muſt of Neceſſity neglect 
their Studies, and betake to other ſecu- 
lar Employments to ſupport themſelves 
and F amilies, or be worſe than Infidels; 


then ſuch People mult be great ſpiritual | 


Loſers in their Edification : Yet when 
and where a Church is not able to raiſe 
L 4 a com- 


' A Short Treatiſe 


2 comfortable Maintenance for to ſup- 


guiſh without the Miniſtry, would be 
very uncharitable, and ſmell very much 
of filthy Lucre ; and to expect from a 
People, more than they are able, would 
be Oppreſſion or Extortion. 


PC ee S 


of the ee Duties of Chriſtians, 
eſpecially to the Hagel of Faith, 


OME of them are theſe. - (1) Love 


Beese and without Diſſimulation, 


In Love, John 13. 34, 35. Rom. 12. 9, 
10. Chap. 13, 8, 9, 16. (J To > 
bour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the Bond of Peace, Epbeſ. 4. 3. (3) 
Endeavour for the Edification, and ſpi- 
ritual Benefit of the whole Body, that 


they 


"wa their Miniſter, there it is not only 
awful, but the Duty of ſuch Miniſters 
to ur with their Hands; for to leave 
ſuch a Congregation deſtitute, to lan- 


fer all their Things ought to be done 
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14. 20, 21. I Cor. 14. 33, 40. Chap. I 1. 2. 
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they all may grow up to be a holy 
Temple in and for the Lord 1 Cor, 14. 


12, 26. Epbeſ. 4. 12, 16, 29. Chap. 2, 


21, 22. (4) That they all watch over 
one another for Good, Phil. 2. 3, 4. 
(5) That they do pray with and for 
one another, James 5. 16. (6) That 
they neglect not the Aſſembling of 
themſelves together, for the celebrating 


of divine Worſhip, and fo promote one 


anothers ſpiritual Benefit, Heb. 10. 25. 
Acis 2. 42, (7) That they uſe all 
Means to keep the Houſe of God in 
due Order and Cleanneſs, walking un- 
offenſive towards one another, and all 
others, with conſcientious Diligence, 
and ſo unanimouſly to contend for the 
Faith and Truth once delivered to the 
Saints, in the Purity thereof, according 
to the holy Scripture, Pal. 93. 5. Zech. 
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e eee 
Of Church Cenſures, | 


FF AVING ſpoken of the eathe- 
ring together of a particular goſ- 
pel Church, and it's Officers, and the 
Rules whereby we are to be guided in 
chooſing and ordaining of them, and of 
the Admiſſion of Members, Sc. it is 
meet to give a ſhort View ofa Church's 
Duties and Authority, in reſpect of Cen- 
ſures upon Offenders. 
| Firſt, of Admonition, 
(1) Admonition isa holy, tender and 
wiſe Endeavour, to convince a Brother, 
that hath offended in Matter of F. act, 


or elſe is fallen into a way, wherein to 


continue is like to be prejudicial to the 


Party himſelf or ſome others; where the 
Matter, whatever it be, and the Sinful- 
neſs thereof, with the aggravating Cir- 
cumftances attending it, is to be char- 
850 on his Conſcience, in the wh 4 
; 5 
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God, with due Application of the Word 
of God, which concerns his Condition; 
thereby leading him to his Duty and true 
Reformation. (2) Admonition is pri- 
vate by one or more of the Brethren, 
or more Publick by the whole Church, 
(1) When one Brother treſpaſſes againſt 
another, the offended Brother is not to 
divulge the Offence, but to go in a goſ- 
el Way to the Offender, and to uſe his 
Endeavour to reclaim his Brother; and 
if he repents, the affended Brother ought 


to forgive TY Math. 18. 1 N Luke 17. 


aer will = 


but if the offending Brot 


TT 
hear, then the offended Brother ought 


to take two or three other Brethren, 
and them ſuch as may be moſt likely to 


gain upon the Offender ; but if this Ad- 


monition alſo takes no Effect, it is ta 
be brought before the Church, Math. 
18. 16, 17. (2) The Church when 
Matters. come thus before them, ſhall 
admonith and endeavour to reclaim the 
Offender, in the Spirit of Mcekneſs ; 


and if the Brother that offended, conti- | 
| nues 
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nues obſtinate and impenitent, the 
Church is directed to exclude him, 
r f 

* (1) From whence it follows, every 
Church-Member has ſomewhat to do 
in his Place, Heb. 12.15. (2.) In caſe 
of private Offences it is prepoſterous to 
publiſh them or acquaint the Church 
or the Elders thereof therewith, before 
the two lower Degrees of Admonition 
are duly accompliſhed, and the Offen- 
der has neglected to hear. (3.) That 
when Matters are thus regularly brought 
to the Church, then private Proceed- 
ings may ceaſe. (4.) That when pri- 
vate Offences are brought to the 
Church without ſuch proper private 
Proceedure, that the Church may and 
ought to refuſe it, as not coming ac- 
cording to Goſpel- Rule aforeſaid, in 
Mat. 18. (5) But when thoſe things 
that begin in private are thus regularly 
brought into the Church, they muſt be 
received and adjudged according to the 
ſaid Rule, Mat, 18. So that it _ 
; an 
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and doth oftentimes fall out, that thoſe 
Things that begin with private Admo- 
nition, do end in publick Excommuni- 
cation, 
Secondly, of Suſpenſion. 

(1 1) A Suſpenſion may be, when the 
Church 1s informed that a Member 
hath acted amiſs, either in Matters of 
Faith or Practice, and not having ſatis- 
factory Proof whether the Information 
is true or falſe, and the Caſe requiring 
Time to enquire therein, it 1s expedi- 


ent to ſuſpend ſuch a Perf on from Com- 


munion at the Lord's Table, until the 


Elders of the Church can make ſuitable 


Enquiry ; as might be ſignified by the 
Law in the Caſe of Leproſy, Lev. 13th 


and 14th chapters. 


(2.) Suſpenſion is rather to be look- 
ed upon to be, when a Church doth 
debar a Member from Communion for 
ſome Irregularity that he may be guilty 
of, which yet doth not amount. ſo high 
as to be ripe for the great Sentence of 
Excommunication ; but that the Perſon 
fon 
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for ſuch Irregularity) ought to be de⸗ 
barred of the Privilege of ſpecial Com- 
munion and Exerciſe of Office, in order 
to his Humiliation, 2 755. 3. 6, 7, 10, 


11, 14, 15: ſuch is not to be accounted / 


as an Enemy, but to be exhorted as a 
Brother in Union tho” not inCommuni= 
onz but if ſuch an one remain impenitent 

and incorrigible, the Church {after due 
waiting for his Reformation) 1s to pro- 

ed to Excommunication, Math. 18, 
17. for that would be a not hearing the 


Church in the higheſt Degree; 
Thirdly, of Excommunication. 


Excommunication is a judicial Act of 


Cenſure of the Church, upon an Offen- 
der, by the Authority of Jeſus Chriſt; 
Ind by his Direction, delivered to his 
Church by himſelf or his Apoſtles, in 
the New Teſtament, which a goſpel- 
Church ought to put in Practice, when 
Matters of Fact require, according to 
goſpel Rule : as firſt, when a Member 
(after all due Admonition ) continues 
Pate, and will hear no Reproof, 
Math. 
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Kat. 18.17. Secondly, When a Member 
hath committed a groſs Sin, which is 
directly againſt the moral Law, and be- 
ing notorious and ſcandalous, and 12 
ved beyond Diſpute, 1 Cor. 5. 4, 5. 
Tim. 5. 24. 2 Cor. 10. 6. Wan 1 
is immediately to proceed unto Cenſure 
(notwithſtanding any preſent Signs of 
Conviction or Remorſe) for the neceſ- 
fary Vindication of the Glory of God, 
the Vindication of the Church alſo, and 
their holy Profeſſion: And to manifeſt 
their juſt Indignation and Abhorrence 
againſt ſuch Wickedneſs, 1 Cor. 5. 1— 
13. Thirdly, When a Member is found 
to be erroneous, defective, or heretical 
in ſome fundamental Point, or to ſwerve 
from the right Faith, in the Pr inciples 
of the Chriſtian Religion, 1 Tim, 1. 
19, 20. 

The Manner of Proceeding unto this 
great and awful inſtituted Ordinance, 
is: The Church being gathered to- 
gether; the Offender alſo having No- 


vice to come to make his Anſwer and 
Detence 


his Offence by deſpiſing the Authority 
of Chriſt in his Church) the Body of 
the Church is to have Knowledge of 
the Offender's Crime fully, and the 
full Proof thereof as of plain Matter of 
Fact; and after mature deliberate Con- 
ſideration and conſulting the Rules of 
Direction given in the Word of God 
(whether the Offender be preſent or 


Queſtion to the whole Church, Whe- 
ther they judge the Perſon guilty of ſuch 
Crime now proved upon him, is wor- 
thy of the Cenſure of the Church for 
the ſame? to which the Members in 
general give their Judgment; which if 
it be in the Affirmative, then the Jadg- 
ment of the Members in general being 
had, or the Majority of them, the Paſt- 
or, Miniſter, or Elder ſums up the Sen- 
tence of the Church, opens the Nature 
of the Crime, with the ſuitableneſs of 
the Cenſure, according to Goſpel Rule; 
and having thus procceded, a proper 
. Time 


* (if he comes not, he aggravates 


abſent) the Miniſter or Elder puts the 
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Time is fixed to put the Sentence in Exe- 
cution, at which Time the Paſtor, Miniſter 
or Elder of the Church ( as his Place and 
Duty requires) is to lay open the Heinouſ- 
neſs of ſuch a Sin, with all the aggravat- 
ling Circumſtances thereof, and ſhewing 
what an abominable Scandal, ſuch an Offen- 
der is become to Religion, what Dithon- 
our it is to God, &c. applying the parti- 
cular Places of Scripture that are proper to 
the Caſe, in order to charge the Offence 
home upon the Conſcience of the Offen- 
der if preſent, that others alſo may fear; 
ſhewing alſo the awful Nature of this 
great Cenſure, and the main End thereof, 
for the Salvation and not the De ſtruction 
Pf the Soul, and with much Solemnity in 
the whole Society, calling upon God for 
his gracious Preſence, and his Bleſſing upon 
this his Sacred Ordinance ; that the great 
nd thereof may be obtained. Still ex- 
preſſing the deep Senſe the Church hath, 
pf the Fall of this Brother, with the great 
Humiliation of the Church, and great 
Porrow for, and Deteſtation of the Sin 
| = committe | 
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48 Sort Treatiſe 
committed. The ſaid Paſtor, Miniſter, or 
Elder in the Name of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, in the Preſence of the Congrega- 
tion, and by and with the Conſent and ac- 
cording to the Judicial Sentence of the 


Church, cuts off, & ſecludes ſuch an Offen- 


der by Name, from the Union & Commu- 
nion of the Church, becauſe of hisOffences: 


So that ſuch a Perſon is not thenceforth to 


be looked on, 


deemed or accounted as a 


Brother or Member of ſuch a Church, until 
God ſhall reſtore him again by Repent- 


ance. 


Which Excluſion carries in it the full 


Senſe of our Lord's Words, Mat. 18. 17. 


Let him be unto thee as an ben Man 


and a Publican ; or of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
5.5. 70 deliver ſuch an one toSatan ; which 
is an authoritative putting of fach a Per- 
ſon out of the Communion of the Church, 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; into the World, 
the Kingdom of Satan, the Prince of the 
Power of the Air, the Spirit that now wor- 
keth in the Children of Diſobedience, in 
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of Church-Diſcipline. 49 
„or Finder a Sight and Senſe of his Sins, which 
eſus is meant by the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, 
ga- und to the End that the Spirit may be ſav- 
ac- Id in the Day of the Lord. „ 

the Amongſt the many Diſorders, which 
en- church- Members may be guilty of, and 
au- for the obſtinate Continuance therein a 
es: hurch may and ought to uſe the Power 
that Chriſt hath given to exclude them 
from her Communion, that is one, which 
bs when a Member doth ſeclude himſelf; 
and that not in any regular Way, but con- 
trary to all Rule and Order : For when a 
Church-Member, by reaſon of ſome Of- 
Fence he hath taken at the Church or ſome 

Bf the Members thereof, and hath not done 
his Duty according to the Rule of the 
Word, or elſe is a dying away in Religion, 

by one Means or another, as by the Love 


h, bf the World, Change of Condition in 
d, Marriage, not having his expected Pre- 
ne Werment in the Church, or the like, doth as 
r- Wtwereexcommunicate himſelf, the Church 
in Wccording to their Duty ought to uſe their 


Endeavours to reclaim fuch ; which En- 
| ns dcavoursy 


— = --- —— — — we 
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deavours, if they prove fruitleſs, and the 
Party obſtinate, the Church ought not to 


acquieſce in his irregular Departure from 


Duty were over, and no more was to be 
done, ſeeing the Party hath uſurped the 
Power of the Keys to himſelf: The Church 
therefore muſt maintain the Power that 
Chriſt hath committed unto it, tho” it can- 
not hinder the inordinate and unruly Paſſi- 
ons of ſuch an ong; if God leaves him to it, 
He will run away from the Church, rent- 
ing himſelf ſchiſmatically off, breaking 
thro” all Order and Cantlant Obligations, 
in Oppoſition to brotherly Endeavours to 
hinder him, and to ſtay him in his Place; 

the eich is to proceed judicially to tun 


parter; and publickly to declare, that as 
ſuch an one by Name hath been guilty of 
ſuch a Thing (naming his Diſorders) he 5; 
no longer in their Communion, nor under 
their Watch and Care, &c. and that ſuch 
a Perſon is not to return to their Commu- 
nion, until he hath given SatisfaCtion to the 

Church, 
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Church, Rom. 16. 17. Such a Separation 
or Departure is very finful, for theſe and 


| the like Reaſons. (1) Becauſe the Church 
| is a Corporation privileged with Laws and 
| Rules for Admittance and Dimittance, 
| which ought to be obſerved, Matth. 18. 
| Rom. 12. 4, 5. (2) Such a Departure is 


rude & indecent, therefore diſhonourable, 
1 Cor.14.40. (3) Becauſe if Members may 


. take this Liberty, all the Officers of the 
, Church, Miniſters, Ruling Elders & Dea- 
| cons may take the ſame Liberty, which 
would ſoon un-church any Church, or at 
] leaſt be deſtructive to its Beauty, Comfort 

EX Edification, 7%. 6. 67. (4) All Members 
do covenant the contrary, 1/az. 44. 5. and 
therefore it is a Breach of Covenant, which 
s a black Character, 2 TI, 3. LE 
deſtroys totally the Relation between El- 
ders and People, which God hath ordain- 


ed, Matth. 9. 36. (6) It is an Uſurp- 


ing of the Keys, or rather ſtealing of them, 


Amos 6. 13. IM Schiſm: If there 


is ſuch a Thing in the World, it is of par- 
| ticular Churches, 1 Cor. 1 I. 18. ch. 12.25, 


(5) It is a high Contempt of Chriſt inthe 


NM z Government, 1 


A ſbort Treatiſe 
Government of his Church, Jude 18. 19 
a Pet. 2. 10, 11. (9) It is to break the 
Staff of Beauty [Covenant] and of Bands ſteac 
and Brotherhood too, Zech. 11. 10, 14. his! 
(10) It argues either fome great undiſco- ¶ to o: 
vered Guilt Iy: g on th © Pai ty, or ſome bers 
By-Ends in his fir ſt ſeeking Admiſſion in- ¶ Rea 
to ſuch a Church. All x which put toge- do 
ther, it declares the great Unity of à con- ¶ and 
gregational Goſpc eL Church, and the Sin- edu 
fulneſs of ſuch diforderiy Pei rſons in Break-¶ by t 
ing off without a juſt Cane: Bit if any are 
Church becomes heretical in Principles, or ther 
idolatrous in Worthip, or immoral in Lite, J hol. 
it is lawful for Perſons, after they have der 
diſcharged their Conſcience and Duty in Þ wh 
a and bearing Witneſs againk | ryt 
* grols Defections, to depart t, 2 Cor. 0, Chi 
| - 18. by 
other Diſorders and 8 of Diſcords | a C 
in Churches are theſe, and many of the ( 
like; (1) When Members of Churches, MW kne 
by their Ignot rance of the Rules of Diſci- mo 
line & right Government of the Church in! 
of Chriſt, do not act accor rding to their yet 


Duty ; particular] iy when that Rule, Mat, 
. "2 


* E. hs 2 . 
F uh 
: : _ 
"te * 


er % 
_— Pw 


IRE ang ng 


—— wc. —_———— A 


' 4 N 9 * ow — »„— 
8 * « * 
Fi - n 8 - 
— bers te —— —— es — —_——_— arg, on, HH» 4 a 


. Fm \ l | 
5 4" F * gt A > g 5 4 0 3 
p 5 — . = N „ $4; th P q 1 *. — 1 
N n p < Ky of i N Po PG N wy N A I 8 yg {> Ro? 6 n r rr 
: bo r ab S * * ? PR e I 1 2 N a4 A LS 128 ME. at, 
f „ i 5 8 * —— 0 =) * 5 : : > 
* * 2 AGE 0 * * — 1 * * 7 * 9 1 =" 0 * L . = 8 2 - W 8 2 
9 3 | "_ +[-X "IN 1 94 CR Ta ho ; 22305 n ene * 1" "Map 4 s N Wh, e * . r 
A n 4 ) 0 5 wt N 1 ISI a = ge begs AE 2 2 N n g . 
Rea dy 8 4 , 00 ** p \ : 3 128 Nr oy AP? n « ©. de "EA" * RN * * 63 2 
55 « l at? j F 2 * a 3 - 1 4 7 oe i. + r 3 * n 4 » Vo FA — „ —_— *. - -——_ > \ 
D 1 : — n 1 2 r , wv $*" r 7 1 mr 6. AR. x4 2 "4 yo, - * TRY , % 
. 8 * 7 as 1 2 1 1 nn * = — 7 


— „ 


a 4 of wow and 
e be on ** 
© * * 


| {IF 
#4 . | 
Th 


— 


% 


; 8 x , 


of Church Diſcipline. 53 
19% 18. 15, 16. is not obſerved; and that is, 
the either (1) When offended Members, in- 
ands ſtead of going to the Offender, to tell him 
14. bis Fault, will be divulging it diforderly 
co. to others whether Members or Nonmem- 
one | bers. (2) When oftended Members in- 
in- ſtead of acting according to the ſaid Rule, 
22c- do conceal the Matter from the Offender 
-0N- and everybodyelſe, leſt they ſhould be look- 
Sin- | ed upon as contentious Perſons; andthere 
aK- by they ſuffer Sin upon their Brother, and 
any are become guilty of other Men's Sins: and 
r thereby they ſuffer the Name of God, their 
ite, Þ holy Profeſſion, and the Church, to lie un- 
ave der a Repr oats by their N eplect; cither of 
me which Ways is very ſinful, as being contra- 
ry to the expreſs Rule given by our Lord 


6. Chriſt; and ſuch ought (as being there- 
by become Offenders themſelves) to be in 

rds 2 Goſpel-Way dealt with. 

he (2) When an Elder or a Church do 


| know that ſome of the Members are im- 
moral and ſcandalous in Life, or heretical 
in Matters of Faith and Judgment, and 


yet bear with them, or connive at them. 


M 7 (3) When 
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( 3) When Members of Churches take | 


Liberty to go to hear to other Places, when 
the Church is aſſembled to worſhip God, 
which is directly contrary to Heb. 10. 25. 
and is no leſs than breaking Covenant with 
the Church they belong unto, and may 
ſoon diſſolve and unchurch any particular 
Church ; for, by the ſame Rule that one 
Member takes ſuch Liberty, another may, 
yea, all the Members may, until their Aſ- 
ſembling entirely ceaſe. And moreover it 
is caſting great Contempt on the Miniſtry 
of ſ:ch a Church, and may cauſe others to 


be diſaffected to the Doctrine taught in 


ſuch, tho' ſound and orthodox. Yet no 
Reitraint ought to be la1d on Members go- 
ing to hear at other Places, where {und 
Doctrine is taught, at other Times. 

(4) When Members take Liberty to go 
to hear Men that are corrupt in Doctrine, 
and io ſuck in ſome unſeund Notions of 
Religion, and endeavour to corrupt others 
with what they have imbibed themſelves, 
And alas ! how many in our unhappy Days 
are corrupted with Arminianuiſin, Socini- 
0 aniſin, 
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ani ſin, and what not? Such cauſe Trou- 


ble and great Diſorders. 

(5) Another Diſorder that may cauſe 
Diicord, is, when Members are received 
without the general and unanimous Con- 
ent of the Church; or when any are ad- 

aitted, with whoſe Confeſſion or Life & 
Converſation, the Generality of the Mem- 

ers are not ſatisfied ; Or when Elders and 
Miniſters or Leaders of the Church, are 
remiſs _ careleſs in the * of 
Member 

(6) When a Church ſhall receive a 

Charge againſt a Member (it being an Of- 
ence given by one Brother to another Bro- 
ther) before an orderly Procedure has been 
made by the offended Brother, according 
to the Rule, Matth. 18. 
(7) W hen Judgment paſſes with Parti- 


ality, or ſome are connived at out of Fav- 


our or Affection, and others cenſured out 
of Envy or without due Conviction. Levi 
was not to know his Father, Mother or 


| Children in Judgment, Deut. JI: Sia 


(6) ns the Charges of a Church are 
not 
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not equally born by the Members according 
to their ſeveral Abilities, but ſome are bur- 
thened when others do little or nothing. 
( ) When Accuſations are received a- 
gainſt an Elder, contrary to the Rule, f 
Tim. 5.16. which requires two or three 
Witneſſes as to Matter of Fact. 
(10) When any Member ſhall divulge 
to Perſons not of the Congregation, nor 
concerned in thoſe Matters, what is done 
in the Church-Meeiings : The Church in 
this reſpect, as well as in others, is to be a 
Garden encloſed, aSpring ſhutup, a Foun- 
tain ſealed, Cant. 4. 12. This often occa- 


ſions great Grief & Trouble, and therefore 


ſuch diſorderly Perſons ſhould be detected. 
Is it not a Shame to any to divulge the Se- 
crets of a Family ? but far greater Shame 
do ſuch Perſons expoſe themſelves unto. 
(11) When Days of Prayer, Faſting or 
Thankſgiving, or Days of Diſcipline ap- 
pointed by the Church, are not carefully 
obſerved and kept. 

In all theſe and many other Things of 
like Nature, the Members of particular 
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Churches ought to give all Diligence to 
walk worthy of their Vocation, and accor- 
ding to the Rule & Direction of the Word 
of God, that Piſorders may be prevented, 
& that Church Communion may be main- 
tain'd in Peace & Purity, to the Edifying of 
[Re 3 of the Church of Chriſt in ow 
Ore ae, 

Of "the Communion of Churc 
©; RY particular con Lb 

incorporated by and according to the 
Inſtitution of Chriſt in the Goſpel, and du- 
ly organized according to the Pattern of 
the primitive Churches, hath ſufficient 
power from Chriſt to call and ordain its 
own Officers; ſo that no Man or Set of Men 
have Authority to chuſe Officers for them, 
or impoſe any Officers on them, without 
their previous Knowledge and voluntary 
Conſent, Acts 6. 3. Deacons are to be cho- 
ſen by the Multitude, Ads 14. 23. Elders 
were ordained in every Church by Election 
or Suffrage of the Church ; and every par- 
ticular Church, as ſuch, aſſembled with her 
proper Elders, hath ſufficient Power to re- 
ceive 
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ceive Members, As 2. 41. Rom. 14. 5. 
And in the Exerciſe of any Acts of Diſci- 
pline, ſuch a Church being convened with 
her own Officers or Elders in the Name of 
Chriſt may act according to Goſpel- Rule 


therefore the Elders of a Church, meeting 
in the Abſence of the Members, or conve- 
ned with the Elders of other Churches, are 
not entruſted with a Power to act for a 
Church in Admiſſion of Members, Ordina- 


4.17. & exclude any too, when their Crimes 
require, according to the Rule of the Goſpel. 
And ſuch particular congregational Chur- 
a ene 


in any Caſe, even to excommunicate ſuch | 
Members as are found to be obſtinate in 
Diforders, or heretical in Principles, after 
due Admonition; or ſuch as are guilty of 
groſs and ſcandalous Immoralities in Con- | 
verſation, &c. independant on any other 
Church- Power ſuperior to itſelf, or higher 
Judicatory lodged in any Man or any Set of 
Men, by any Inſtitution of Chriſt: And 


tion, or Cenſures, &c. and it is the Duty of 
ſuch aChurch to admoniſh any of her Mem- 
bers or Officers, their Teacher or Paſtor, Col. 


ches, 
to th 
Teſt: 
nity, 
them 
ſhou! 
of th 
of or 
and t 
bed 
ly di 

Su 
ing! 
and 
ther 
the 
Wh 
Pler 
to 1 
they 
ing, 
Rec 
bers 
ſion 
Per! 


of Church-Diſcipline. 9 


ches, conitituted and organized according 


to the Mind of Chriſt revealed in the New 
Teſtament, are all equal in Power and Dig- 
nity, and we read of no Diſparity between 
them, or Subordination among them, that 
ſhould make a Difference between the Acts 


of their mutual Communion, ſo as theActs 

Jof one Church ſhould be Acts of Authority, 
and the Acts of others ſhould be Acts of O- 
bedience orSubjection,altho' they may vaſt- 


JIy differ in Gifts, Abilities and Uſefulneſs. 


Such particular diſtinct Churches, agre- 


ing in Goſpel- Doctrine and Practice, may 


and ought to maintain Communion toge- 


ther in many Duties, which may tend to 


the mutual Benefit and Edification of the 
Whole; and thereby one Church that hath 
Plenty of Gifts, may and ought, if poſſible, 
to ſupply another that lacketh, Cant. 8. 8. 
they may have mutual Giving & Receiv- 


ing, Phil. 4. 15. and mutual Tranſlation, 
1 Recommendation or Diſmiſſion of Mem- 


bers from one Church to another as Occa- 
ſion may require. It is to be noted, that 
Perſons called to Office are not to be diſ—- 
. —_ 


— — — — 
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miſſed as Officers, but as Members; 


tho? 


another Church n may call ſuch to the ſame 


Office again. 


By Virtue alſo cf ſuch Cota, the | 


Members of one ſuch Church may, where ; 
they are known, occaſionally partake at ſthat p 


ſaoubt 


the Lord's Table with a Siſter-Church. 


federation, 


ther Church where they occaſionally come. 


conſtituted in the Way 


may 


have Opportunity and Advantage ſo to do) 


proper Times and Places, to meet by their 


reſpective Meſſengers or Delegates, to con- 
be for the 


common Benefit of all ſuch Churches, for 


ſider of ſuch Things as may 


—— — — — — — —— — 


their 


their 
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Anc 


Yet notwithſtanding ſuch Communion of ſences 


Churches, by voluntary Conſent and Con- tion ( 


the Officers of one particular Ivhere 


Church may not act as Officers in another | 


Church, in any Act of Government, with- Peace, 


out a particular Call thereunto from the o- ber or 
211 OT 
It is expedient that particular Churches, Yegreea 
and Manner, 'and 
for the Ends declared in the former Part of 
this Narrative (when they are planted by 


the Providence of God, fo as they 


are CO 


Yaccorc 


ny Ch 
ther, 


f Deleg 


in or a 


ſhould by their mutual Agreement appoint their 


Churc 
and D 
Chriſt 
veralC 


And foraſmuch as it falls out many times 


that particular Churches have to do with 
Jdoubtful and difficult Matters, or Differ- 
Jences in Point of Doctrine or Adminiſtra- 
tion (like the Church of Antioch of old) 
wherein cither the Churches in general 
are concerned, or any one Church, in their 
Peace, Union or Edification ; or any Mem- 
Aber or Members of a Church are injured, 
Jn or by any Proceeding in Cenſures not 
Jigrecable to Goſpel-Rule and Order; it is 
according to the Mind of Chriſt, that ma- 


ny Churches holding Communion toge- 


in or about ſuch Matters in Difference; and 


Icheir Sentiments to be reported to all the 
Churches concerned: And ſuch Meſſengers 
| Find Delegates, convened in the Name of 


Chriſt, by the voluntary Conſent of the ſe- 
veral Churches in ſuch mutual Communien, 
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of Church-Diſcipline. E 
their Peace, Proſperity, and mutual Edifi- Te” 4 
Jcation, and what may be for the Furthe- | 
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2 50 declare & determine of the Mind off 


] 1 15 eeming Things in Difference; and 


that are true and neceſſary, becauſe revea- 
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the Holy Ghoſt, revealed in Scripture, 


may decree the Obſervation of Things ] 


led and appointed in the Scripture. And) 
the Churches will do well to receive, 
own and obſerve ſuch. Determinations, \ 
on the Evidence and Authority of the 
Mind of the Holy Ghoſt in them, ag 
in As 15.29. Let ſuch Delegates thus 
aſſembled, are not intruſted or armed with 
any coercive Power, or any ſuperior Juriſ4 
diction over the Churches concerned, ſo 
as to impoſe their Determinations on the 
or their Officers, under the Penalty of Ex 
communication, or the like. See the Con- 


Feſion, Chap. 26. 8. 14, 15. See alſo Drþ 


Owen, On the Nature of the Goſpel Church 
chap. 11. and Dr. Goodwin, Vol. 4. Bog | 
5. chap. 8, 9, 10, 11, &c. of the Governy 
ment hid the CHurebes of 0 1 


